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pamble men—patriotic men—A mericans—loving 
iberty and hating tyranny, consented to give up 
goontty, home and friends, to defy the ocean, pes- 
sence and war, animated by the proud hope of 
iving to freedom another home, and placing in 
ihe political horizon another star. Engaged in 
this expedition, they have met perils in their way; 
hey have Leen dispersed and lost, by what power 
j need not say. [tis sufficient that I prefer this 
expedition to the first. 


One of these expeditions is the offspring of royal | 


sanity; the other, of that noble love of liberty whose 


eress your misguided policy cannot resist. | 


With the amendment t may vote for the resolution; 
without it, | expect to vote against it, 

Mr. BAYLY appealed to the gentleman from 
Tennessee to yield the floor to enable him to make 
a brief exolanation, 

Mr. SAVAGE yielded. 

Mr. CABLE, of Ohio, said he had an amend- 
ent which he wished to offer. He would with 
the assent of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Barty] to sendmit up to the Clerk’s table to be 
real. 


but he wished the floor fora few minutes. He 
would, however, refer the gentleman from Ohio to 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Savace,] 
who had the control of the floor. 

Mr. SAVAGE expressed a willingness to yield 
toallaw of the amendment being read. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio, 


[Mr. CaBie,] with the permission of the gentle- | 
man from ‘Teiynessee, gives notice of the following | 


amendment, which he intends to offer: 
Provided, That neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, 


except for crime, shall exist in any country or countries | 


which may be discovered by said expedition, about the 
North Pole. ; 

The reading of the amendment was received 
with much merriment, 

Mr. BAYLY resumed the floor and proceeded 
to say that he had stated yesterday 

Mr. DUER interposed to a point of order. He 
asked whether the gentleman from Tennessee had 





make a speech. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided re- 
peatediy that it cannot be done if it is objected to. 
Mr.DUER I object. 
Mr. BAYLY (to Mr. Dver.) The gentleman's 


colleague (Mr. Brooxs] made some personal ref- 


erences to me yesterday, to which I desire to || 


rey: 
t. DUER. I waive the objection then. . 

Mr. VAN DYKE. I renew it. If the gentle- 
man from Virginia wishes to say anything, let 
- take a proper time when he is entitled to the 
oor. 

Objection being made to his proceeding— 

Mr. BAYLY resumed hia seat. 

Mr. SAVAGE reclaimed his right to the floor. 

Mr. HALL appealed to the gentleman from 
Tennesse to allow him to send upto the Clerk’s 
table an amendment which he wished to offer. 

Mr. SAVAGE yielding for this purpose, 

Mr. HALL sent up his amendment, as follows: 
Provided, That the Unite? States shall not be liable to 
oe for compensation in case of the loss, damage, or 
etention of the said vessels, or either of them, from any 
cual or in any manner whatever, nor he liable to any 
emand for the 
them, 

The SPEAKER. The amendment cannot be 

ered at this time except by unanimous consent. 

Objection being made, the amendment was not 
received. 

Mr. SAVAGE said he did not intend to say any- 
‘hing more; he had said all that was necessary. 
here was a broad distinction to his mind between 
the two expeditions; one of them sought to find a 
country which they knew could not be found; the 
a sought and intended to relieve a country 
which they knew they could find, and the down- 
rodden inhabitants of which they knew were 


bound in the chains of tyranny and oppressi 
y 0 on. 
ne went out on a wild, fanciful expedition, such 


{ 
Mr. BAYLY said, as far as he was concerned, | 
he had no objection to the gentleman’s offering ir, | 


use Of risk of the said vessels or either of 
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as was fit for England to engage in; while the |, We were told that all they wanted was the loan of 


other went out with a practical object in view, | 


animated by that indomitable spirit of liberty 
which all monarchical sympathies and efforts of 


Englend, as well as all the power which this Gov- | 
ernment could bring to bear upon this thing, would | 


fail to repress. 


In order to give opportunity for the discussion | 
of the question, he moved its reference to the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 


Union. 


Mr. BAYLY obtained the floor, and proceeded | 
|| called upon, ‘* to pay the piper.” 


to say, that on yesterday, when this proposition 
was introduced, he had objected to it as visionary. 


Mr. VAN DYKE interposed to a question of || 


| and for our security, the high character of those 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New | 


order, 


Jersey will state his point of order. 


Mr. VAN DYKE said, he believed the gentle- | 


man from Virginia [Mr. Bayty] had already 
spoken upon this subject; he was not, therefore, 


| again entitled to the floor, if any other gentleman | 


wished to address ‘he House. 


Mr. BAYLY. 


since the gentleman from Virginia addressed the 


House, by the offering of an amendment and by | 


a motion to refer. 


Mr. BAYLY said: Mr. Speaker, when this | 


|| nificent individual liberality, will be agreeable tor 


resolution was before the House on yesterday, I 


objected to it, because | considered the enterprise || 


which it is designed to encourage a visionary one; 
and if it were proper for us to engage in it at all, 
we ought to do it on our own account, and ina 
manner becoming a great naval and commercial 
nation. 


that we should satisfy ourselves with acting a 


|| secondary part in rather a smal! private enterprise. | 
This resolu- || 
tion, so far short of the occasion, if we are to do || John Franklin. 


|| expedition of our own, which was supposed to be 


To-day I have other objections. 


anything in reference to it, is pressed upon us most 


| inconveniently, to the exclusion of pressing public || 
business. For it the census bill, which it is so || 
important should be acted upon, is put aside; and | 


! 4 | : ; she j a | 
the right to yield the floor to another gentleman to || ee een ene re re 


peratively demanded, is delayed. And what is 


one to connect us with an enterprise originating 


in individual vanity—an enterprise got up for | 


‘‘glory.”’ Ido not hesitate thus to speak of it. 


In reference to this search for Sir John Franklin, || 
Great Britain herself has done everything requisite. | 
She has sent out numerous expeditions, and offered | 
magnificent rewards to enlist private enterprise. | 
For what, then, is this puny expedition with which || om r 
| wages and furnishing them with rations, as this 


we are asked to connect ourselves, projected ? 


To add really and effectively to the force in search || € 
| are fit for the service, let us purchase such as are; 


_orhave nothing to do with this expedition, 
|| not let us connect ourselves with it just so far as to 
|| make us responsible in character for it without any 


of Sir John? Not at all. The letters of Lady 


Franklin, so creditable to her asa wife, have en- | 


listed the sympathy of Christendom, and the pro- 


jectors of this expedition expect to be glorified 
Well, sir, how | 
I speak from the history of the past || 
when 1 say it will end in a manner very discredit- | 


throughout America and Europe. 
will it end ? 


able to us. . 


When Lafayette was about to come to this | 


country, it so happened that there were several || country between our western frontier and the Pacific, 


American vessels in France—among them the || 
|| country, and especially to visit the Indian tribes; to report 


offered and pressed upon the Marquis a free pas- i] their number, their mode of warfare, &c. 


Don Quixote and the Cadmus. Their owners 
sage to America. He declined the offer of the 
first, for fear his would be ridiculed as emphati- 
cally @ Quixotic expedition. 
other. The owner was toaste! everywhere. 


He gained great “ glory” for the time. 
found in the end, in the language of his country- 
men, that ** it did not pay.’ And after Lafayette 
had returned to France, the Cadmus-man came 
here with a petition, insisting that we should pay 


him for bringing to our shores the nation’s guest. | 


And a bill for his relief was most pertinaciously 


and indecently pressed upon us for several years. | 


Again: daring the time of the Irish famine, we 
were asked for the frigate Macedonian to carry 
provisions to thé suffering poor of that country. 


‘The question has been changed. | 
TheSPEAKER. The question has been changed | 


1 did not think it becoming, especially || 
after the lofty ground our Executive had taken, || 40 ' ler. 
| ridiculous by this impotent conclusion to our lofty 


It is || 
|| if we are to engage in this enterprise let us do it 
| on our own account—in a manner befitting us as 
'| anation; let us send out a national vessel under in- 


He accepted the | 
He || 
was complimented for magnificent hospitality. | 
But he | 


|| than Sir John Franklin has been missing; he was an officer 








the vessel—that we were not to pay a cent—that 
it was as well to put the ship at the service of the 
applicants as to let her lie idle. In a moment of 
weukness, Congress yielded to the request. She 
was fitted out, and went upon her voyage. The 
liberty of cities was voted to those having her in 
eharge—magnificent entertainments were given 
them—medals were awarded; and God knows 
there was glory enough. But it was found that 
‘it did not pay,” and we were called upon, as 
others acting a similar part have heretofore been 
Then, as now, 
we were assured, in the most vehement manner, 
that we were not to be called upon to pay a cent; 


concerned was vouched. But after all the ** glory”’ 
was enjoyed, we were told, that unless we footed 
the bill, application would be made to Queen Vic- 
toria, who had already offered to pay the freight 
on all supplies taken to her suffering subjects, 
To avoid national disgrace—to rescue ourselves 


| from this partnership, similar to that now pro- 


posed—we were forced, under a moral dures, 
to appropriate more money, greatly, than would 
have paid the freight in merchant vessels, although 
they had the ship free of charge. 

Judging from the past, | suppose it will be so 
again. Puffs in European newspapers, for mag- 


a time; but it will be found ** not to pay,” and we 
will be called upon to pay. : 
If it is thought expedient for us to engage in 


| this enterprise, let us do it in a manner becoming 
| US as a nation. 


Let us act up to the lofty attitude 
taken by our Executive, or let us have nothing to 
do with the matter. Do not let us make ourselves 


professions. ' 
All this zeal is in pursuit of praise, and not Sir 
Suppose his was an exploring 


lost—one which had not attracted so much notice, 
and about which so much had not been said and 
written, think you, sir, we would have had all of 


| these manifestations? To think so would belie 


our history.* 
I repeat, sir, and I desire to do it emphatically, 


structions from our Government and upon our 
national responsibility. Do not let us satisfy our- 
selves, and fa'l so far short of the expectations 


| which our Executive has excited, by merely 


furnishing the officers and men, paying them 
resolution proposes. If we have no vessels that 


Do 


control over it. 
Mr. Speaker, one more remark and I am done. 


| On yesterday | was so infelicitous as to refer to 
|| this enterprise as a “ wild-goose chase.”” The 


*In 1831 Captain Banneville went ont to explore the 
He 


went out under Government in-tructions to explure the 


Irving says of 
him: “Thua backed and provided, Captain Banneville 


| ‘undertook his expedition to the far west, and was soon be- 


‘yond the Rocky Mountains. Year after year elapsed with- 
‘out his return. The term of his leave of absence expired, 


| “yet no report was made of him at headquarters at Wasting- 


He was considered as virtually dead or lost, and Ais 
In less than four 


* ton. 
‘name was stricken from the army list.” 
years he returned. He was abandoved as lost ina shorter time 


of our army; he had gone out, under instructions from our 
Government, to explore our own territory—to collect valu- 
able information in respect to it-and its savage inhabitants. 
He suffered great hardships ; and feare were entertained for 
his safety a long time before he was given up a> lowt; yet 
no expeditions were sent out for his suceor In his case 
applause was not to be gained ; a distressed widow bad not 
enlisted the sy y of the world; “gl rv” was not, 


therefore, to be gained by a ns magnificent gener- 


osity, and he was to hix fate! in this case, the fate 
of an coceupaeaaiaes meritorious officer of our own army — 
was concerned, and not a distinguished foreigner 
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entleman from New York, (Mr. Brooxs,] in 
fis reply became exceedingly excited. He was 
weeny vehement. He attempted to be very 
sarcastic upon me. He evidently supposed I 
had, in my reference to a goose, some allusion 
to himself. He had not then spoken; and I assure 
him I meant no personal allusion, as direct as 
such an allusion undoubtedly was. | was inno- 
cent of its palpable application until 1 saw by the 
manner of the gentleman how extremely applica- 
ile to him it was. 

Mr. BAKER said: I propose to detain the 
House a few moments, to express my hearty as- 
sent to the resolutions under discussion; and I 
have deemed it proper to say something in their 
support, because I represent a district very re- 
mote from the ocean, yet one whose inhabitants 


gator, for whom I trust renewed search is to be 
made. It is objected, sir, that this was an Eng- 


lish expedition, to accomplish British purposes. | 


From whatever port it may have sailed, and what- 
ever flag it bore, its object was scientific explo- 


ration, and its purpose was one of universal benefit. | 


Sir John Franklin, and the gallant men who have 
shared his perils, have gone out upon a voyage of 


discovery, prompted by noble impulses. With | 


no guide but their own genius and Providence, 
oar nee sought to accomplish results which are 
to benefit not only England, but America; not 
cnly America, but the world; not only this gen- 
eration, but all generations. Sir, I for one ac- 
knowledge the obligation such an enterprise im- 
08e8 upon civilization everywhere, and I think it 


just and graceful to stamp the expedition which | 


goes to its relief with a national character. 
But it is said that the proposed expedition is 


one of a private nature, by which the gentle- | 


man who equips it seeks to gain some glory for 


himself. Sir, I am glad itis so. I will grant aid | 


to Mr. Grinnell now, as readily as 1 would have 


done to Columbus if I had been a citizen or legia- | 


lator of Spain in the reign of Ferdinand and Jsa- 
bella, It is this generous love of glory which I 
admire; it was this which prompted the ‘ worid- 
seeking Genoese’ to the noblest enterprise of any 
aze, and kept him firm amid terrified mariners, 
and on an unknown and stormy sea. It is 
this which kincles high hearts to all great enter- 
prises; and, sir, when this love of glory seeks its 
accomplishment in noble discovery and princely 
munificence, I not only admire, but honof it; 
and 1 am honored in being allowed to aid it. 

But, sir, the whole American people have an 
interest in these expeditions. It is no longer true 
of England, that she is the ‘mistress of the 
ocean;’’ we, too, hold our “march upon the mount- 
ain wave’’—our keels vex every sea; and what- 
ever opens new channels of commerce, adds to our 
wealth and dominion. And yet Iam disposed to 
place the support of this measure upon higher 
ground, It has been said, that literature belongs 


to no age and no country. It may be repeated of | 
discovery and invention, as the benefit is for all | 


ages and all countries—for the world, and for the 
whole family of man, So, I trust an enlightened 
statesmanship will send forth, in the name of this 
great nation, messages of consolation and succor 
to the absent—not alone to relieve them, but also 
to assure all who may succeed them in the paths 
of adventurous peril, that they shall be neither 
negiected nor forgotten. 

Sir, should the sacredness of misfortune be over- 
looked? If these men had sought the northern 
Seas for mere private gain, even then the greatness 
of their danger would reach the American heart. 
The noble woman who looks out upon the “ mel- 
ancholy main” with eyes shining with hope, yet 
dimmed with tears, does not and cannot appeal to 
usin vain. For one, I shall respond to the call. 
Here is a public-spirited American merchant who, 
with a munificence equalling the merchant princes 
of Florence, equips his vessels and proposes io 


traverse the unknown regions of the North to re- | 


store distinguished men to the world, and hus- 


bands and fathers to their homes. He asks the | 


rotection of our name and our laws. Sir, let 
im have them. Let us put our flag at the mast- 


around the ship. It may be our stars may first 
gleam ng those watching oyens Think you, sir, 
they will not bail.them with a wilder joy when 


they come to tell them that America conducts the | 


search? 
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feel a kindly sympathy for the distinguished navi- | 


But it is said that this sympathy is felt for Sir 


John Franklin because he bears a title. Sir, the 


title has been earned. It was earned, | believe, as 


Sir James Ross and Sir John Parry have earned 


theirs—by courage and devotion, by endurance 
and skill. The deeds which secure those titles || 


give a nobler distinction than titles can bestow; 


they live when titles are forgotten, and the men | 
who perform them are nobles, by ‘*a higher pat- || 
ent and an earlier creation.”’ 
I agree, Mr. Speaker, with the honorable gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayty]—that his ex- 
pression, characterizing the proposed expedition 
asa ** wild goose chase,’’ was most unfortunate; | 
it is not worthy of his taste, nor does it do justice || 
to his kindness. Sir, I trust these brave men are 
yet safe. Andif so, the gentleman might have | 
found, in the freshness and variety of his reading 
an analogy, far more correct and no less elegant, 
than the one with which he has favored us. It is 
Bryant, I believe, sir, who, in some of the most 
touching lines he has given the world, describes the 
solitary way of the wild bird in heaven, though dis- 
tant not unseen, though lonely not uncared for. Let 
us hope that, like that bird, these wanderers may 
be watched by a gracious eye, and guarded by that 
benignant 
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Power whose care 

Teaches their way along that trackless coast, 
The desert and illimitable air— 

Lone, wandering, but not lost.’’ 


Mr. WHITE moved the previous question, 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, appealed to Mr. 
Waire to withdraw the motion. 

Mr. HALL made a similar request. 

In reply to a suggestion from Mr. Hatt— 

The SPEAKER stated that the amendment of | 
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. Hau) had | 
been received. 

Mr. KAUFMAN, remarking that it appeared 
evident the House could not get through with this 
subject to-day, moved thatthe House adjourn. 

The question was taken, and by ayes 60, noes | 
76, was decided in the negative. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question then recurred and was taken on the | 
demand for the previous question; and the vote | 
stood, ayes 82; noes, 16. 

No quorum voting. 

Mr. PHELPS moved that the House do now | 
adjourn. 

In reply to a suggestion, or inquiry, by Mr. 
STanty— 

The SPEAKER said, that the Chair could not | 








know whether, or not, there was a quorum, ex- \| 


cept from the vote. 

Mr. CLINGMAN inquired of the Speaker, 
when the question would again come up if the 
House should now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. As the question now stands, | 
with the pending motions, the subject will come | 
up as the first business in order upon the first day | 
on which there shall be a morning hour devoted to | 
the reports of committees—the pending question 
being on the reference to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CABLE moved that there be a call of the 
House. 

But the question was, first, on the motion that 
the House adjourn. 

The question was taken, and the vote stood, 
ayes 57, noes 67. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

And a quorum had voted. a“ 

The question then recurred on the motion of 
Mr. Caste, that there be a call of the House. 

Mr. WINTHROP suggested whether, a quo- 
rum being now present, the question on the demand 
for the previous question might not be again 
taken? 

The SPEAKER said there would be no diffi- | 
culty as to the question being again taken, but for | 
the interposition of the motion by the gentleman | 
from Ohio, [Mr. Casxe,] that there be a call of | 
the House. 

Mr. WINTHROP submitted that a quorum 
being now present, there was no necessity for a 
call of the House. The House could now pro- 





|| ceed with the business before it. 
head, our laws upon the deck, our protection | 


The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from | 
Ohio having, before the question was taken on 
the last motion, moved that there be a call of the 
House, the question on that motion must be put. 
The question was then taken, and decided in 


\| the negative, without a division. 


April 26, 


So a call of the House was refused. 


The question then recurred on th 
oe) een question. Mm the demand for 
he SPEAKER requested gent! 
_ on one side or chs other. Gentlemen to vote 
nd the question being taken, th 
ayes 88, noes 19. 6 » Me vote stood— 
No quorum voting. 
Mr. CABLE moved that there be a call of the 


| House 


ouse. 
Mr. CROWELL demanded the yeas and hays 
on that motion. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, 
the House adjourn. 

Mr. DUER demanded the yeas and nays, b 
waived the call. . he 

And the question was then taken, and decided 
in the negative—ayes 53, noes 83. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

‘The question then recurred and was taken op 
the motion that there be a call of the House, and 
was decided in the negative—ayes 57, noes 69. 

So a call of the House was refused. 

The question then again recurred on the demand 
for the previous question. 

The SPEAKER again invited members to yote 
\“on one side or the other. 
Mr. VINTON rose to inquire of the Speaker 
| whether there was not a rule of the House which 
| required every member to vote™when he was 
| present. 

The SPEAKER. There isa rule of the House 
requiring every member present to vote. 
| Mr. VINTON. And there js also a rule which 
| prohibits members from voting more than once 
| upon the same question. Yetitis just as fair that 

one man shall vote on both sides, as it is thar 
another, being present, shall refuse to vote at ai), 

The SPEAKER. Upon the last question taken 
a quorum voted. The tellers will resume their 
places. 
| The question was then again taken on the de- 
| mand for the previous question, and the vote stood 
—ayes 89, noes 26. 

So there was a second. 

The question recurring, ** Shall the main ques- 
| tion be now put?” was taken, and decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the House ordered the main question to be 
now put—being first on the motion to refer the 
joint resolution to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered. 
| Mr. JONES moved to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
| negative, withouta divison. 
| So the House refused to lay the joint resolution 
| on the table. 

The question then recurring on the motion to 
refer to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, was taken, and decided in the nega- 
tive—yeas 59, nays 90; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Averett, Bayly, Beale, Bing- 
ham, Bocock, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Joseph 
Cable, Williamson R. Cobb, Colcock, Dimmick, Dun- 
ham, Featherston, Fuller, Gerry, Gorman, Hal , Hamilton, 
Hammond, Haralson, Isham G. Harris, Hibbard, Holliday, 
Howard, Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Joue=, Kaut- 
man, Preston King, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McCler- 
nand, McDowell, McMullen, McQueen, Millson, Orr, Peas- 
lee, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Ross, 
Savage, Stetson, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thomson, James 
Thompson, Walden, Wailace, Wellborn, Wildrick, Wood, 
and Woodward—59. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Baker, Bennett, 
Booth, Bowdon, Bowie, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Ches- 
ter Butler, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey , Chand- 
ler, Clarke, Clingm n, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, 
Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Durkee, Alex- 
ander Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Giddings, Goodenow, 
Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Harlan, Haymond, 
Hebird, Henry, Houston, Howe, William T. Jackson, 
Julian, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King James 6, 
' King, John A. King, Matteson, McKissock, McLavahan, 

Robert M. Mclane, Moore, Morehead, Morse, Morton, 

Nelson, Otis, Outlaw, Pitman, Potter, Pamam, Reed, Risley, 

Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Schermerhorn, Shepperi, 

Sylvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. Stauton, 

Richard H. Stanton, Strong, Taylor, Thurman, Tuck, 

Underhill, Vinton, Waldo, Wentworth, White, Wilson, and 

Winthrop—S0. 


So the House refused to refer the joint resolu- 


moved that 








tion. 

The SPEAKER stated that the question now 
recurred upon the amendment of Mr. Hat, 
(though according to the notes of the reporter that 
comdenns had not been received.) 

Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays. 
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The amendment was again read for inform- || vessels. He had been of the opinion, that it was the By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of Stephen Palmer and 
: “a Rh duty of this Government to institute a search upon po Searere aan tie teenie peas 
The SPEAKER propounded the question on || its own eer: and it was his purpose, if | at three cents sin taltoaniee and the same for aun adds. 
: the demand for the yeas and nays. the gentleman from New York [Mr. Wurre] had || tional half ounce on prepaid letters, and five cents if not 


Mr. BROOKS. There is no objection to the 


to || prepaid, 
ndment; why call the yeas and nays? 


withdrawn the previous question, in replyin 
P 4 , prying Also, the petition of Etisha Po ter, of Chautanque county, 


such objections as had been urged from various 





- ame eee? or ans an | New York, praying Congress to grant him a pension for m- 
Mr. HALL. I insist upon the call of the yeas || parts of the House, and principally from his side, || jury received while serving the seuntin im tae war of 1818 
and nays. Let the names be put upon the record. || to have given notice that he should have moved |) with Great Britain. 

: The yeas and nays were ordered. such an amendment. | a Mr. Sern The — of Aaron —— anid 
: . : || Others, owners of the steamer Admiral, praying Congress to 
Mr. CONRAD suggested that the amendment He took this occasion to express his very great || ss a just and uniform law upon the eubject ef oien pas 

; was accepted. 8s surprise at the adoption of the proviso, which—he |) sengers. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the || was very sure through inadvertence—had received By Mr. WOOD: A petition from O. White and 102 
t House that no one is authorized to accept an || the sanction of the House. He disavowed any || ters, citizens of Maumee City, Ohio, to secure alleged 


fugitives the right of trial by jury. 


amendment, the joint resolution having been re- | Also, a petition from W. Baker and 112 others, citizens of 





intention to reflect upon the course of gentlemen. 


t ported from a committee. The adoption of that amendment, in his judgment, || Maumee City, Ohio, for the repeal of ail laws for the support 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I ask whether || rendered it indispensable that this House should || Saanes in the oo. be ee 5 ale cai 
it cannot be adopted by general consent? pass a joint resolution, refunding to Mr. Grinnell || | 4!*0; the petition of D. 2. Gregory and 102 others, eiti- 
é a . zens of Maumee City, Ohio, for the protecti f fre 
The SPEAKER. If the yeas and nays are de- || all the expenses to which he had been put in fit- | iu tau torriainidn Of a Caditom eee 


manded by one-fifth of the members present, they 
must be taken. 
The question was then taken, and the vote 


Also, the petition of O. White and 112 others, citigens 
of Maumee City, Ohio, against the admission of any more 
slave States into the Union. 


ting out these vessels. That these vessels did || 
belong to the United States, and that all the ex- | 
penses of this expedition, from this time forth, | 


stood—yeas 124, nays 15. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question recurring on ordering the joint 
resolution to be engrossed fora third reading, was 
taken, and decided in the affirmative without a 
division. 5 

The SPEAKER announced the next question 
to be on ordering the joint resolution to be read a 
thied time, and passed. ; 

Mr. KAUFMAN sagnires if the joint resolu- 
tion and amendment had been engrossed ? 

The SPEAKER. They have been engrossed. 

Mr. JONES. Have they since the amendment 
was adopted ? 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, demanded the 
previous question. — 

Mr. JONES inquired if that resolution was cer- 
tified to have been engrossed ? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution has been en- 

rossed. 

Mr. JONES. Who has certified it? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not aware that 
any certificate is necessary. 

Mr. JONES said there was a Committee on 
Enrolled Bills, and asked what were their duties? 

The SPEAKER. The Committee on Enrolled 
Bills have nothing to do with the engrossment of 
bills 

Mr. JONES. Well; is there not a committee 
on engrossed bills ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not aware of 
any. 

The question reeurring on seconding the demand 
for the previous question, was taken and decided 
in the affirmative. ‘ 

The main question was ordered, being on the 
passage of the joint resolution. 

Mr. CABLE, of Ohio, demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, resulted—yeas 94, nays 45; as follows. 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Baker, Ben- 
nett, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowie, Briggs, Brooks, Buar- 
tows, Chester Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Camp- 
bell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, Conger, Conrad, 
Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Diwnmick, Dixon, Doty, 
Duer, Duncan, Durkee, Fiteh, Freediey, Giddings, Goode- 
now, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Harlan, 'T. L. 
Harris, Hayeeped, Hebard, Henrv, Houston, Howe, W. T. 
Jackson, Julian, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, 
James G. King, John A. King, La Sére, Matteson, McKis- 
sock, Robert M. MeLan«, Moore, Morse, Merton, Nelson, 
Otis, Outlaw, Pitman, Potter, Putnam, Reed, Risley, R b- 
bins, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Schermerhorn, She 
perd, Silvester, Spautding, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanten, Strong, Taylor, Thurman, 
Tuck, Underhitt, Vinton, Walden, Wentworth, Wiite, 
Wilson, and Winthrop—94. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Averett, Bayly, Beale, Bin 
ham, Boyd, Joseph Cable, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Col- 
cock, Dunham, Featherston, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, 
Haralson, Isham G. Harris, Hibbard, Holliday, Howard, J. 
W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Jon2s, Kaufman, Preston 
King, Littlefield, Job Mann, Ma-on, McClernand, McDow- 
ell, McLanahan, McQueen, Millson, Orr, Peaslee, Peck, 
Phelps, Ross, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James 
Thompion, Wallace, Wellborn, Wildrick, and Woodward 


So the joint resolution was passed. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, rose, he said, to 
Move a reconsideration of the vote by which the 
Joint resolution had been , and his intention 
was to move to lay that motion on the table, for he 
was not willing to embarrass the passage of the 
neat by presenting at ee weet he 

femed n to pefect it. He had throughout 
this diwumine tonalek very necessary that Con- 
ress should do much more than receive these 



























expedition. 
sary for the Government to have built ships ex- 


By Mr. DO! Y: The petition of William Harris, George 
Knowles, and others, in favor of two cent postage. 

Also, the petition of Greenberry Wright, Jotin Martian, 
and others, that slavery and the slave trade be prohibited in 
the territories ; thatthe constitutions of all new States shail 
prohibit slavery ; that all laws permitting slavery and the 
slave trade in the District of Columbia be repealed, or the 
seat of Government removed; and that fugitive slaves be 
entitied to tri | hy jury. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Aaron Foster and 
forty others, citizens of Massachusetts, praying that meas- 
ures may be adopted for settling national disputes by arbi- 
tration. 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: The petition of Benoni Wil- 


fell upon the United States, there was no question. | 
He was well aware that we had no ships in the | 
navy suitable for such an expedition; it was per- | 
fectly well known to the Committee on Naval | 
Affairs that we had no ships suitable for such an |) 
It would therefore have been neces- | 

| 

‘ 

| 

| 

| 


pressly for this purpose; but inasmuch as these 
ships had been built by a private individual, a 
merchant, and as they had been accepted by the | 
Government, and officers of the navy placed upor | kinson, and 42 other citizens of Brush Creek, Jefferson 
them, and the discipline of the navy applied to || county, Onio, to secure to alleged fugitives the right of trial 
them, it was now emphatically a Government ex- || by jury. 

pedition; and he did not suppose that any gentle- || | ae ee om pire rome —— — a 
man who had voted in favor of this joint resolu- ‘| ment and seatlaen of freedom in the territosies of the 
tion felt disposed to shrink from this view of the || United States. 

question. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, interposed, and 
(the floor being yielded for explanation,) said he 
desired to say—in order that it might be known 
on his side of the House as it was on the other side 
—that in fitting out this expedition Mr. Grinnell 
had had no purpose of obtaining such action on 
the part of the Government as was proposed in | 
the amendment of which the gentleman from | 
Maryland had now given notice. | 

Mr. McLANE replied, certainly not: he had | 
made no such intimation. He had had the honor | “eo 

i } ; i ‘ "nis pe é re. 
to present the memorial of Mr. Grinnell re this i| «Also, the petition, egend James Sinyth and 157 othera, 
subject, and to move its reference to the Commit- | who state that the subject of cheap postage has been so 
tee on Naval Affairs; in which he (Mr. Grinnell) widely considered among the people, aud its results in Great 


Also, the petition of the same and 38 o/her citizens of the 
|| same place, against the admission of more sieve States into 
the Union. 
| Also, the petition of the same and 36 other citizens of the 
|| same place, for the repeal of all laws enacted by Congress 
for the support of slavery in the District of Columbia, 
By Mr. ROBBINS: The petition, in favor of cheap port- 
| age, signed by William Spencer and 252 others, mostly citi- 
| zens of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Also, the petition, in favor of cheap postage, signed by 
John Duffy and 138 others, most of whom are citizens of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Y 

Also, the petition, signed by Josiah J. Kieff and 63 other 
citizens of Reading, Peunsylvania, asking the National Le- 
gislature to establish the rates of postage on prepaid letters 





asked nothing but that the discipline of the navy || Britain for ten years have been so successful, that we earn- 


estly ask our National Legislature to grautus the same ben- 
should be extended to these vessels, that they efit, by estabitiohiite the mates Of, pastage om prepaid. teuedd 
i 


should be officered from the navy, and placed un- | at two cents per half ounce. 
der the protection of the flag of the United States. Also, the petition, signed by Daniel Graham and 320 

He had deemed it proper to make this expres- | others, principally citizens of Philadelphia, in favor of cheap 
sion of his views, and to give notice that he should } ae 
favor the passage hereafter by Congress of a joint |) others, most of whom are citizens of Philadelphia, Penn- 
resolution refunding to Mr. Grinnell the expenses eylvania, in peer of cheap, postage. beni 

: : ; : ; se vy Mr. KING, of Massachusetts: The petition of William 
which he had incurred | as out this expedi || Ives and 167 other citizens of Salem, Massachusetts, for a 
tion. He now moved to lay the motion to recon- |) oheay and uniform rate of postage. 
sider on the table. d th he H Also, the petition of George Parker and 50 other citizens 

Mr. CABLE, of Ohio, moved that the House |; of Reading and N. Reading, tor the same object. 

: : By Mr. McDONALD: The petition of George Me Farland 
adjourn, and on that motion he demanded the | and 76 other citizens of Carroll county, soldiers of the war 
yeas and nays. || of 1812, praying for bounty land for services in said war. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, and the || Also, the petition of H. 8. Scott and 75 other citizens of 
House refused to adjourn, 1 Jory tort comets Indiana, praying for the right of tial by 

: : : | jury for fugitive slaves. 

The question recurring on the motion to lay on I Also, the petition of H. 8. Scott and 60 other citizens of 
the table the vote by which the joint resolution || Fountain, praying for the repeal of all laws authorizing ela- 
had been passed, was taken and decided in the || very in the Districtof Columbia and the territories of the 
affirmative, without a division. | Vanes Beaten) 

So the House laid on the table the motion to Also, the petition of H. 8. Scott and 50 other citizens of 


. oe ; | Fountain county, Lndiana, remonstrating against the admis- 
reconsider, and the joint resolution was finally || sion of more new slave States into the Union. 
1 
passed. eeniaprosnegerreestpapinmpaitinaten 


it 
On motion, the House adjourned. | 
\| 

PETITIONS, &e. | 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were | 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 

By Mr. DURKEE: The petition of citizens of Lisbon, in |, 
the State of Wisconsin, for the establishment and protection 
of freedom in the territories. . 

Also, a petition of the same, against the adinission of 
any more slave States. 

Also, a petition of the same, for the repeal of all laws 
enacted or adopted by Congress for the support of slavery in 


Also, the petition, signed by B. F. Van Dyke and 214 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpar, -4pril 29, 1850. 
The Journal of Friday was read. ° 


Mr. WENTWORTH addressed the Speaker 
and was recognized. + 

Mr. WOOD rose to a privileged question. He 
|| said he perceived from the ‘* Daily Globe’’ that hia 
|| name was not recorded on the final vote upon the 
|| resolution relative to the Franklin Expedition. 
|| He was present and voted againat the resolution; 
the Disiriet of Colweabia. || and he asked that the Journal be corrected accord- 

Also, a petition of the same, in favor of securing toal- || ingly. 5 . : 
leged fugitives the right of trial by jury. ‘| Noobjection being made, the motion was agreed 

By Mr. GORMAN; The memorial of H. H. Green, of | 
New Albany, Indiana, for compensation for services while || 
in the army in Mexico, 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of James Seymour | 
and other citizens of Flashing, in the State of Michigan, | 
for a mail-route from Fling to Corranva, iu said State, 











The Journal, as corrected, was approved. 
THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 
Mr. WENTWORTH (stil! retaining the floor) 
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ee 


said, in aceordance with the pledge which he had 

made to the House some two or three weeks since, 

and which he had beew trying to redeem but had 
had no opportunity until the present, he now asked 
leave to offer a resolution respecting the public 
printing; and if objection was made to its consid- 
eration, he should be obliged to consume the time 
of the House by moving to suspend the rules for 
this purpose. 

BOUNTY LAND TO SOLDIERS. 

The SPEAKER stated that there was a motion 
now pending to suspend the rules, being that made 
by the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Cogs,] on 
Monday last, pending the consideration of which 
the House had adjourned. That motion was first 
in order. 

Me. COBB, of Alabama. 
eration of that motion. ; 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the 

uestion on the motion of the gentleman from 

labama. The gentleman moved to suspend the 

rules of the House to enable him to introduce a 
resolution to make the House bill No. 244, being 
a bill providing for soldiers of the war of 1812, 
1813, 1814, and 1815; the Indian wars of 1811; 
the Seminole war of 1835, 1836, &., and the war 
known as General Wayne’s, of 1792 to 1795, that 
have not heretofore been provided for,—the special 
order of the day for the third Tuesday of June 
next. The question will be on the suspension of 
the rules for the reception of the motion. 

Mr. COBB asked the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, resulted—yeas 127, nays 27, as follows: 

YEAS—Mvesrs. Albert-on, Alexander, Bay, Beale, Ben- 
nett, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Boyd, Briggs, 
Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burrows, Ches- 
ter Buil-r, Joseph Cable, Jose h P. Caldwell, Calvin, Cart- 
ter, Casey, Chandler, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Corwin, Dickry, Dimmick, Doty, Duncan, Dunia, Ewing, 
Fitch, Fowler, Fulier, Gorman, Gort, Gould, Hall, Halloway, 
Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Hay, Haymond. Hebard, Hibbard, Hoagland, How- 
ard, Howe, Inge, W. T. Jackson, Audrew Johnson, R. W. 
Jotinson, Jones, Julian, Kaufman, Daniel P, King, Gorge 
G. King, John A. King, Preston King, La Sére, Leffler. 
Litleield, Marshall, Mason, Matteson, MceClernand, Me- 
Donald, M Dowell, M-Ganghey, MeLanahan, Robert M. 
McLane, McQueen, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Morse, 
Olds, Orr, Outlaw, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Pitman, Potter, 
Powell, Putnam, Reed, Richardson, Risley, Robbins, Rock- 
well, Rese, Ross, Rumsey, Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, Shep- 
perd, Silvester, Sprague, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. 
Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, 
Taylor, Thomas Jacob Thompson, James Thomp-on, John 
B. Thompson, William Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, 
Walden, Waldo, Watkins, Wellborn, Wentworth, Whitile- 
sey, Wildrick, Williams, Wood, and Young—1927. 

NAYS—Mesers. Averett, Bayly, Bocock, Campbell, Clarke, 
Conger, Crowell, Deberry, Dixon, Duer, Alexander Evans, 
Freedtey, Giddings, Holliday, Meade, Millson, Morton, 
Nelson, Ons, Root, Spauiding, Stanly, Toombs, Vinton, 
White, Wilson, and Winthrop—27. 

So the rules were suspended. 

_Mr. COBB now made his motion that the said 
bill be made the special order of the day for the 
third Tuesday in June. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD moved so to amend the 
motion, as to add **and from day to day thereafter 
until the bill shall have been finally disposed of.’’ 

Mr. COBB indicated his willingness to accept 
the amendment. 

The question was put to the House, and was 
decided in the affirmative, without a division. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

And the question was then taken on the motion 
as thus amended, and decided in the affirmative; 
without a division. 

So the bill was made the special order of the day 
for the third Tuesday in June next, and for each 
succeeding day until disposed of. 


THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 

Mr. WENTWORTH now sent to the Clerk’s 
table, to be read, the resolution of which he had 
iven notice. If any objection was made, he said 
e should be under the necessity of consuming the 
time of the House so far as to call for the yeas 
and nays. This he did not wish to do, and he did 
hoped that the necessity would not present itself, 
but that the resolution would be received without 


1 call for the consid- 


objection. 
ee resolution was read, as follows : 


Resolved, That a select committee of nine members of 
this Hoase be appointed, to investigate the present cond - 
tion of the public printing, and the causes of the delay ; 

. Whether adequate prices are paid, and if not, what would 


be adequ ite prices; and whesher the present ‘sare th 
fault of the law, or those bidding under it; whether the 
present printers had at the time of their the contract, 


or now have any type or presses of their own; who are their 


sureties ; whether those sureties are not the actual owners 
of the contract, and used the names of two of their em- 
plovees in order to get the contract, and then kvep back the 
public printing uutil they extorted from Congress higher 


prices; and whether the printing, paper, and binding, have 


heen equal to that stipulated for in the contract; ond also, 
whether there has been a difference in the printing, paper, 
and binding, of the same documenta when laid upon the 
tables of the members of Congress, and when sent to the 


folding room ; and also, whether the present printers have | 


taken more than the prices stipulated for in their contract 
for any work paid for out of the contingent fund of either 
House of Congress ; whether there exists any combination 


among any printers in the city of Washineton to break up 


the contract system ; and ifso, whether the present public 


printers or their sureties are a party to it; and also, whether | 


either of the contractors, or of the sureties, or any one else 
for them, or either of them urged the present delay of the 
publie printing as a reason why the prices should be in- 
| creased ; and whether the present public printers or their 
| sureties have not ample materials for doing the public print- 
ing more expeditiously than they now do; whether they 
run their presses al the time on Congress printing; and 
whether they employ all the workmen that it is in their 
power to employ; and also, what abuses have existed, or 
new exist, in the manner of doing the public printing, what 
profits have been made, or losses sustained under the dif- 
ferent prices, and what alterations in the present law are 
necessary in order to secure greater expedition in doing the 
printing, and to prevent frandulent or fictitious bids, 

And that they also inquire what establishments in this 
city are prepared to do the printing for the present Congress, 
who are their proprietors, and what would be their prices ; 
and that they also inquire what would be the net profits on 
ike oaber of copies of the Patent Office report, and other 
doeewenecnts, of which numerous copies have been order d 
AL fis seasion, according to a price of twenty per cent. be- 
low the joint resolution of 1819. 

An‘, that the said cummittee have power to send for per- 
sons and papers. 


The resolution having been read, 

Mr. HOAGLAND rose and objected to its re- 
ception. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved that the rules be 
suspended to enable him to introduce the resolution. 

Mr. STANLY asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 


And the question, ‘ Shall the rules be suspend- | 
ed??? was then taken, and decided in the affirma- | 


tive, yeas 145, nays 14, as follows: 


YEAS—Meessrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Alston, | 
Ashe, Averett, Bav, Beale, Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, | 
Booth, Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, | 
Burrows, Chester Butler, Joseph Cable, Joseph P. Cald- | 
well. Calvin, Campbell, Cartter, Ca-ey, Chandler, Clarke, | 
Cobb, Coleuek, | 


Cleveland, Clinuman, Williamson R. W. 
Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Daniel, Deberry, Dickey, Diim- 
mick, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Dunham, Durkee, Alex- 
ander Evans, Ewing, Fowler, Freediey, Gentry, Giddings, 
Gorman, Gott, Gould, H UW, Halloway, Hamilten, Haralson, 
Hartan, Thomas L. Harris, Hay, Haymond, Hebara, Henry, 
Hibbard, Holiday, Houston, Howe, luge, W.T. Jackson, A. 
Johnson, Julian. Kaufman, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. 


King. John A. King. Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, Lit- | 


tlefield, Marshall, Matteson, McDowet!, MeLanahan. Rub- 
ert M. MeLane, MeMullen, MeQuren, Meacham, Moore, 


Morehead, Morse, Morton, Nelson, Nes, Oids, Orr, Otis, | 


Pea-lee, Peck, Pheips, Pitman, Potter, Powell, Reed, Ris- 
ley, Robbins, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Ross, Rumsey, Savage, 


Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaniding, | 


Sprague, Stanly, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Ste- 
phens, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Taylor, Thomas, Jacob 
thompso , John B. Thompsov, William Thompson, Thur 
man, Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Watkins, 
Weliborn, Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, Wildri k, Wil- 
liams. Wilson, Winthrop, Wood, and Woodward—145. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayly, Bowden, Box d, Fitch, Isham G. 
Harris, Hoagland, Hubbard, Rebert W. Johnson, Jones, 
Mason, MeClernand, Meade, Frederick P. Stanton, and 
‘Toombs—14. 

So the rules were suspended. 

And the resolution being thus before the House, 

Mr. WENTWORTH said, that after the very 
large vote by which the resolution had been received 
he would forego the remarks which he had in- 
tended to make, and, in order that the matter might 
be brought at once to a close, he would move the 
previous question. 

Mr. MEADE appealed to the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Wentworts] to waive the motion, 
to allow him (Mr. M.) to offer an amendment 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Wentwortn.) Does 
the gentleman withdraw the demand? 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I hope I may be al- 
lowed to make a suggestion which the House will 
understand, This is Monday, upon which day 
alone motions to suspend the rules are in order. 
If a discussion should arise now, the resolution 
would go over until this day two weeks; and the 
result may be that we may fail to get up the meas- 
ure and bring it before the courtry at once. I 
therefore insist on my demand for the previous 
question, 

Mr. MEADE urged the withdrawal of the mo- 
tion, that he might submit his amendment. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said, he would vote for 
the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Meape,] as a distinct proposition. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


1 
i 


| wished to offer amendments, 


} 


| 














— 


The SPEAKER. The amendment is ,., . 
order pending the demand for the previons : 
tion. aa 

Mr. WENTWORTH persisted in hi 


There were, he said, several other 8 demand, 


gentlenien who 


, : ‘ one of whic 
asked him to withdraw his motion, and he (he 


W..,) had declined to do so, 

The SPEAKER interposed and said , 
marks were in order by the genileman 
nois, (Mr. WentworrtH,] orany other g 
So the demand. for the previous 
not withdrawn. 

And the question recurring on Seconding the 
same— 

Mr. HOAGLAND called for the reading of the 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER said, the resolution having bee 
read once, could only be read again by unanimoys 
consent. 

Objection was made. 

The question was then taken on the demand fo, 
the previous question, and there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

And the main question (on the adoption of the 
resolutinn) was taken and decided in the affirma. 


hat no re. 
from I\\j. 
entleman, 
Question was 


| tive, without a division. 


So the resylution was adopted. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved a reconsideration 
of the vote by which the resolution had beep 
adopted, and that that motion be laid upon the 
table. 

And it was ordered accordingly. 


THE CENSUS. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved 
that the rules be suspended, and that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, for the purpose of resuming 
the consideration of the special order, (the census 


bill. 

Mr. PRESTON KING desired to be informed 
by the Speaker whether this was not the day on 
which the States were called in their order for 
resolutions ? 

The SPEAKER said, this was resolution day. 

Mr. KING said he hoped the House would not 
go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Several cries to order. 

The SPEAKER said all remarks were out of 
order. 

The question on the motion of Mr. Tuompsoy 
was then taken, and the vote stood—ayes 0/7, 
noes 50. 4 

Mr. TUCK called for the yeas and nays, which 
were refused. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

And thereupon the House resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Tompson, of Mississippi, in the cheir,) 
and resumed the consideration of the bil. providing 
for the taking of the seventh census, &c. 

Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania, was entitled to 
the floor. He said that when the sul.ject was last 
under consideration, and he had obtained the floor, 
it was not his desire that the committee should 
rise, as he intended to occupy their time and atten- 
tion but a few moments; and feeling as he did now, 
the necessity of speedy action on the part of the 
House on the subject, and knowing the desire of 
a number of the members to speak upon it, he 
should still adhere to his original determination to 
say but a few words; and like his friend from 
Ohio, he did not intend to discuss the details or 
general merits of the bill, but should offer one or 
two suggestions as to the principle involved in it. 
He thought he might safely say, without either 


‘** stretching or puckering the Constitution,” as his 


honorable friend from Ohio had observed, that 
there was not a subject embraced in this bill which 
was not a perfectly legitimate subject for the action 
of the House, and upon which they would be 
fully justified in acting, and constitutionally sus- 
tained in so doing. What was the object of the 
bill? Was it not to get information on ail the sub- 
jects embraced it it? And they did not seek that In- 
formation, as some of the honorable gentlemen 
intimated, for the purpose of gratifying an idle 
curiosity, but, if he understood the object of a cen 
sus bill, it Was, that, as a people we might know 
our true position, as one among the nauons of the 
earth, and that, from the experience of the past, 
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ae ht get knowledge that would be of benefit 
- ae And there was no information sought | 


o be acquired in the bill, which would not be of | 


gome bene 
suljects of the greatest advantange. 


insiance the information as to the number of citi- 
gens in the country who were brought up in 
entire ignorance, without the ability to read or 
write their own names. This might not be inform- 


He would | 


suon of a very pleasant nature, but surely it || 


would be of a useful or instructive character, as it 
might lead to the adoption of some means or 
ian to remedy such an evil, or prevent such a | 


disgrace, a8 he considered it, to our country, || 
from being recorded in its future history -And || 
so of every other subject embraced in the bill— |, 


there could be information procured upon all of 
them, that would be of advantage and benefit. 
Would it be of no benefit to him or his constit- | 


yents, as Pennsylvanians, to know the fact, if it || 


existed, that New York, New Jersey, or Virginia, 
or any other State in the Union, was far ahead of 
their own in all elements of prosperity, social 
institutions, intellectual power, and everything 
which constitutes a virtuous, happy, and pros- | 


perous community? Could not they, as Pennsyl- || 


yanians, derive some benefit from this information? 
Might it not possibly induce them to inquire into, 
and remedy the defects of their own systenis or | 
Siate institutions? And if it should appear that 
Pennsylvania had progressed more rapidly than 
New Jersey, Virginia, or any other Siate, in 
wealth and prosperity, might not those States be 
instructed by her history? And yet, some of the 
honorable gentlemen objected to acquiring a large 
portion of this information, because of the want 
of constitutional power to get it! He did not mean 
to advance any argument on this point, as his col- 





| 
| 
| 


Jeague had so ably demonstrated the constitutional || 


right of Congress in this matter, that it would be 
superfluous for him to attempt to add to that ar- | 
gument! He would, however, call the attention 
of those gentlemen who made this objection, to 
the act passed march 3d, 1849, establishing the 
present census board, by whom the schedule an- 
nexed to this bill was prepared. That act expressly 


says, that it shall be the duty of said board to |! ferred; and it was an abuse of the power to resort | 


prepare proper forms and schedules for collecting 
information ** as to mines, agricullure, commerce, 
manufactures, education, and other topics,’’ limiting 
their powers only as to the number of inquiries, 
which should not exceed one hundred; and he 
merely wished to know, and he would ask the 
honorable gentleman from Texas, who had argued 
eloquently against the constitutionality of our pro- 
ceedings, whether the unconstitutionality consisted 
in our proceedings under this act, or in the act 
itself? 


Mr. HOWARD briefly explained the position | 


—— he had assumed in his remarks on a former 
ay. 

Mr. MOORE said he must be allowed to differ 
entirely with the gentleman, as he not only con- 


sidered the act constitutional, but also considered | 


it perfectly constitutional to get all the information 
sought fur in this bill under the provisions of that 
act. But he did not intend, as he before said, to 
discuss this portion of the subject, as He consid- 
ered, if it was necessary to eaiablish it, that it had 
been already more ably done than he could do it. 
But the honorable gentleman from Georgia, in the 
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fit to the country, and on the most of || 


|| And no 





| great and specific ol.jects for which it was enacted. 
wer should be exercised except for the 
_ accomplishment of the objects for whic 
granted. Whena power is not expressly granted, 
| (such as that which is now demanded,) it must 
be shown to be necessary in carrying out one that 
| is expressly granted. It has been claimed under 
the tax power. Now he admitted, that if the object 


an incident to that power to get the information 
now sought; though we have had direct taxes 
several times without any such information. But 
_his (Mr. S’s.) position was, that you cannot 


| make distinet powers of such as were admitted to 
If youintend to pass | 
a direct tax law, and deem this information neces- | 
sary for the proper exercise of that power, you | 
| may not violate the Constitution in getting it. But | 


be purely incidents of others. 


| he did not understand such to be the avowed ob- 


| ject of the bill; and, therefure, the power to get it | 


could not be legitimately claimed under that clause 
of the Constitution. 


|, high character, which he happened to have before 


him, upon this subject. It was Judge Story’s 
_ Commentaries upon the Constitution. 


would, if the gentleman from Pennsylvania wouitd | 
| allow him, call his attention to an authority of | 


thought some of thegreatest violators of the Con- 


it was | 


was to lay a direct tax,it might be claimed as | 


a 











of the objects and purposes for which it was con- 
stitution had come irom men of that particular | 
school. But he (Mr. S.) was for keeping the action | 
of this Government rigidly within the sphere of the | 


ferred. 

Mr. MOORE would admit, that if the gentle- 
man from Georgia had not, at the commencement 
of his explanation, admitted that Congress could 
exercise powers not specificelly known or granted 
in the Constitution, that then his quotations and 
authorities would have much force; but as he has 
admitted this power to exist in Congress, he (Mr. 
M.) could not see why it should be asserted 
that Congress had no constitutional right to get 
all the information sought to be acquired in this 
bill. Why, if a mercantile firm were about to 


| make a usual yearly examination of their affuirs, 


He (Mr. S.) said that he || 


| 


hatlearn- | 


ed man and eminent jurist as well as constitutional | 


Constitution, that, 


} 


| in view the objects and purposes for which those powers were 
conferred.”? 


1, page 404. 


one which he was endeavoring to enforce. When- 


| and views, and purposes for which it was con- 


to it for any other purpose. 
Again: on page 409, extending to page 41), 
, Judge Story says: 


scope of its terms merely because the cOustruc ion Is lncon- 
venient, impolitie, or even mischievous, 
ous, the power of redressing the evil lies with the people, 
by an exercise of the power of amendment. It they do nut 
choose to apply the remedy, it may tawly be presumed that 
the mischief i. less than what would arise trom a further 
| extension of the powers ; or, that it is the least of the two 
| evils. 


| Nor should it ever be Inst sight of, that the Government || 


of the United States is one of imited and enumerated pow- 


tion. It is doing for the people what they have not chosen 
to do for themselves. It is usurping the tu cti ns of the 
legislator, and deserting those of an expounder of the law. 
Arguments drawn from impolicy or inconvenience, ought 
to be of no weight. The only sound principle is, to declare 
| Sita lex seripta est,’ to follow and to obey. Nor if a princi- 
| ple so just and conclusive could be overivoked, could there 

well be found a more unsafe guide in practice than mere 
| policy and convenience.” 


| Now, he (said Mr. S.) believed that the only 





remarks which he offered upon this subject, had 


taken occasion to warn this committee, and all | is, the information would be interesting to many |, 


who valued our glorious Union, to beware how 
they used the power or influence of the Govern- 
Ment upon any subject or for any purpose not 
specifically known or acknowledged in the Consti- 
tution !—virtually assuming the position, if he un- 
derstood the gentleman, that this Government has 
no right, no power, to institute any inquiries to 
ascertain its true position, ita advancement in aris 
and prosperity, and everything which consututes 
agreat and prosperous nation. 
Mr. STEPHENS interrupting, (and the floor 
being yielded,) said, he wished to set the gentleman 
rightin one particular. He had not assumed the po- 
Sition the other day when he addressed the House, 
that Congress could not exercise any power which 
was not specifically granted. He had stated that 
Congress could exercise no power which was not 
expressly granted, or such as was necessary to 
Eive effect to the powers that were thus granted. 
He had never professed to belong to the school 
of strict constructionists of the Constitution. He 


| was the ground of policy and convenience—that 


| people in the country. It is admitted that no ex- 
| press grant of power exists for its obtainment; but 

it is claimed to exist as an incident to the tax 
| power. But it is not pretended in argument that 
there is any design to levy a tax; that, therefore, 
not being the object of the bill, the power can 
not be exercised under that clause of the Consti- 
tution which authorizes Congress to lay taxes. . 
Mr. MOORE aaid, that he trusted the gentle- 
man from Georgia would take some other ume to 
resent his views. 


longer upon the time of the gentleman. He would 


| had not seemed to invite him wit. He would 
{ 

the earliest opportunity he could under the rules 
the House, to give his views upon the subject 
at length, and he should show, from the highest 
authority, that no power could be rightfully exer- 
cised under the Constitution except in pursuit 


expounder, says, in his rules for interpreting the | 


He read from Story on the Constitution, volume | 
This (Mr. S. said) was the proper rule, and the | 


ever Congress undertook to exercise any power, | 
it must, or ought to be, to carry out the objects, | 


*¢ On the other hand, a rule of equal importance is, not to | 
enlarge the co struction of a given power beyond the tair | 


If .t be mischiev- | 


ers; and that a departure from the true import and sense of 
its powers, is, pro tento, the establishment of anew consutu. || 


| ground upon which this measure was advocated | 


now barely add, that he should avail himself of 


| as they always do, to ascertain either their pros- 
|| perity or adversity, what would we think of a 


partner in the concern, who should object to sueh 
examination, by saying that it was not specified in 
the articles of copartnership, and therefore could 
not be done? And as well might it be said that a 
firm has no right to examine into its affairs, as to 
say that this Government has no right or power to 
| get all the information asked for in the schedule of 
this bill! He would ask, for what purpose was 
the Constitution of our country ordained and ea- 
tablished? Was it not, among other purpos¢s, to 
secure and promote the general welfare? And will 
not the acquisition of information upon all these 
| subjects, enable us to accomplish that very object ? 
He could never believe that a full and compre- 
hensive knowledge of everything connected with 
the social and moral, the intellectual and physical 
condition of our country, would ever tend to 


|, weaken or destroy our glorious Union; on the 
* From the foregoing considerations we deduce the con- | 
clusio: , that, as a’ frame or fundamental law of government, | 
| the Constitution of the United States is to receive a reasou- | 
able interpretation of its language and its powers, keeping | 


contrary, he believed it would strengthen and ce- 

ment it more firmly than ever; and not until he 

should see the Government refusing or fearing (0 

examine into everything connected with its exist- 

| euce asa nation, would he believe there was any 

| danger to be apprehended of a dissolution of the 
Republic. 

He most truly regretted to find members of that 
|, House, for whom they could not but entertain the 
liveliest admiration and respect, both for services 
to their country in former years upon that floor, 
|, and their great intellectual ability and strength, 
|| who appeared to be unable to address that House 
| upon any subject, without feeling it te be their 
| duty to sound the warning note of a dissolution 
|| of the Union! And while he regretted this, he 
must be allowed to say he would not believe that 
any circumstances would arise, either in connec- 
|, tion with this or any other subject, which would 
bring about the realization of their gloomy fore- 
bodings. He believed they would yet transmit 
unimpaired to posterity the glorious structure up- 
reared by their fathers, and cemented by the blood 
of its founders; and least of all would he believe 
any danger was to be apprehended to it, from any 
action of that House, which had for its purpose 
or object the acquiring of the most general inferm- 
|| ation upon all the subjects embraced in this bill, 
|, And he had only further to say, that in givi 
|) his vote upon this bill, he should, and he aie 
|| every friend of the Union upon that floor would, 
| give his vote for the most, thorough investigation 
| into everything connected with the social and 
| 


moral, intellectual and physical condition of our 
whole country. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. A bill has been reported 
by a majority of the Committee on the Judiciary 
| of this aust for the taking of the seventh census, 
and a substitute for that bill has been reported ty 
a minority of the same committee. The bill 
| which has been reported by the majority of the 
committee proposes not only to take an enumera- 
tion of the inhabitants of the United States, as is 





i} 


| 


| required by the Constitution to be done every ten 
| years, but also to inquire into various other mat- 
| ters having no relevancy to the subject of the 
| census, and not enjoined by the provisions of the 
Constitution. 1, sir, for one, shall vote for the 
subsutute that has been proposed on the part of 
the minority of the committee, by the génileman 





| 


Mr.. STEPHENS said the would not trespass || from Ohio, (Mr. Mitter;} and in doing so | go 


as far as the Constituuon of the United States 


not have said as much as he had, if the gentleman | enjoins upon me to go, and when | have gone as 


far as those injunctions extend, I feel that my 
duty will have been performed. If | go further, 
[ interfere with powers not delegated to this body 
by that instrument; and it is always safer to keep 
within the powers prescribed by the Constitution, 
than to go beyond them, for when we go beyond 
we tread upon dangerous and forbidden ground. 


| 


| 

















ee 





~ ‘The gentleman from Pennsylvanis,[Mr Moone,)} | 
who has just taken his seat, refers gentiemen who || 
object to the constitutionality of the bill which has | 
been reported by the majority of the committee, to | 
a Law of the last seasion of Congress, an extract || 
from which he read. Sir, it is the first time that | 
I have ever heard gentlemen referred to a law of || 
Congress for the purpose of showing the constitu- || 
tionality of a measure. If such be a criterion, | 
every law upon the statute book must be pro- || 
nounced constitutional, It would make the Alien | 
and Sedition laws constitutional; it would make a | 
United States Bank constitutional; it would make || 
a protective tariff constitutional; it would make a || 
law for the distribution of the proceeds of the || 
public lands constitutional; in relation to all of | 
which, | believe, the idea of constitutionality has || 
been pretty effectually exploded. : 1; 

But the gentleman, to get the power claimed | 
by a majority of the committee, alludes to the | 
preamble of the Constitution, which speaks of the || 
general welfare. Sir, the doctrine of **the general 
welfare” had been, I thought, long since explo- 
ded. The preamble of the Constitution certainly {| 
cannot be quoted to justify the exercise of a spe- 
cific power under the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion. A census is to be taken every ten years for 
the purpose of ascertaining the ratio of represent- 
ation on this floor. That is the intent of the | 
provision. It is a specific command of the Consti- 
tution of the United States, that a census, or enu- 
meration of the inhabitants, shall be taken every 
ten years. Why, then, go beyond the enumera- 
tion of the inhabitants? Another gentleman from | 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Strone} says, that we have || 
authority to go beyond it, because Congress has | 
the right to levy a direct tax upon the people of | 
the United States. But that is not the object of | 
this bill. I know, as has been said by the gen- || 
tleman from Georgia, that Congress possesses the 1 
power to lay a direct tax, and that Congress also || 
possesses all the power necessary to carry into ef- || 
fect that provision of the Constitution; but, sir, is || 
it in the contemplation of any member of this || 
House to lay a direct tax? If it is not, then it is || 
not necessary, proper, or constitutional, to pass || 
this bill in the form which it has been reported by || 
a majority of the committee; because the power | 
attempted to be exercised is but an implied power, 
connected with levying a tax, and not necessary || 
for carrying into effect the power expressly dele- | 
gated by the Constitution, in regard to the census, | 
which we now propose to exercise. 

It may be well, Mr. Chairman, to look into the 
past practice of the Government, to see what was | 
the character of the first census bill that passed the || 
Congress of the United States, and the course taken || 
by the members of the first Congress, many of |) 
whom had assisted in the formation of the Con- 
stitution. The word census is not used in the bill, | 
either in the caption or any portion of it; but it is 
called, *‘a bill providing for the enumeration of | 
the inhabitants of the United States.”” It is con- 
fined strictly to the provision of the Constitution, | 
and that precedent has been followed almost uni- | 
formly in the passage’ of every census bill from 

| 





| 
j 
| 
| 
| 
j 
| 





| 
j 
| 


that day to this. The word “ census,”’ in its 
original signification, includes property as well as 
persons; although, as used in the Constitution, it 
applies exclusively to * persons." There have 
been but one or two exceptions. In 1800 it was 
a bill which applied only to the enumeration of 
the inhabitants, In 1810, also, it applied sim- 
ly to an enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
(hited States, because that was all that was requi- 
site for carrying into effect the provisions of the 
Constitution, and to ascertain the numbers entitled || 
to representation on this floor. 
Tt is true, that the bill for taking the census in 
1820, differed somewhat from the former practice || 
of the Government. That bill provided for ob- | 
taining certain agricultural, commercial, and man- 
ufactaring statisucs. It is known that at that time || 
there was a great rage for a tariff; a tariff which | 
should afford protection to our domestic manv- || 
factures. 
Mr, BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, (the floor || 
having been yielded temporarily,) said; [ under- 
stand that the third census bill provided, not only 
for an enumeration of the inhabitants, but also 
for obtaining statistical information of all the man- 
ufactures of the coat The gentleman from || 
Texas, | believe, states that that bill was only for 














an enumeration cf inhabitants. 


838 THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


previ aspera. er eamepnbiaaiiaeiaiiiiasdaa ene 29, 
Mr. KAUFMAN. According to my recol- | by adenomination which chances to be th. 


lection the bill of 1820 was the first that provi- | est, to exercise a political influence ? Wy tone. 
ded for collecting statistics upon the agriculture, give rise to a power which would prove dan a 
commerce, and manufactures of the country; and | to the Government, and inconsistent wit £erous 


| those provisions were inserted in the bill in | liberty. I believe, Mr. Chairman, ae human 


consequence of a desire on the part of the peo- | meration of the different religious sects of me 
e 


le of the United States, after the close of the | United States would be as great a sin against th 
ast war, to provide for the protection of the then | Constitution as the numbering, by David, of om 


infant manufactures of the country. But in 1830, | valiant men of Israe) that drew the sword Fees 
the census bill, in conformity to the Constitution, | in the sight of the Almighty. Sir, whetie, 


provided only for an enumeration of the inhabit- | adopt the other portions of the bill or not, | ho 
ants. {tis true, in 1840, avery wide departure was | at least, that we will reject that portion w ‘ 
made from the former practice in relation to these | vides for the enumeration of the church 
bills. Inquiries were then made intotheextent of | Mr. HOUSTON (permission being granteq hi 

the productions of the whole country, and it isa | to ask a question) said: I understand the gentle. 
singular fact, that, upon consulting the Congres- | man to allude to the prohibition enjoined y a 
sional Globe for that year, | have not been able'to | the Jews against taking an enumeration of - 
find any debate at all in regard to a measure | people. I have no doubt the gentleman js sae 
which, inmy humble opinion, was in violation of | well read in biblical history; | would ask him wh 

the very letter, as it most certainly was of the | that particular prohibition was imposed ? y 
spirit, of the Constitution. But, sir, when this cen- Mr. KAUFMAN. I hope the gentleman will 
sus bill was passed in 1840—when this violation of | take the trouble to inform himself, 
the former practice of Congress was made, it was This bill proposes to take an account of all 
ata time when the people of the United States, | the property in the United States. Now, it jg 


hich pro. 
Militant, 


| the politicians of the country, and particularly those | population and not property, except slave property 
_ in Congress, were more engrossed with President | that is the basis of taxation and represeniation 
making than anything else, and perhaps, therefore, | under the Constitution of the United States. The; 


the measure may be the more excusable. is no other portion of the property of the United 

The bill of the majority proposes, in one of its | States that enters into the basis of representation 
schedules, to obtain a report of the diseases of | Direct taxation, when imposed by the Uniied 
which persons have died; and it provides that, | States, is laid in the different States in Proportion 
where survivors will not report the diseases of | to the number of the population, and not in pro. 


| which their relatives died, they shall be mulcted in | portion to the amount of property. One State 


a fine of thirty dollars, one half of which shall go | may have a hundred times as much property as 
to the informer. Sir, | have no doubt that many | another, and yet, if it have no more population, jt 
persons die of diseases concerning which their re- | will be entitled only to the same representation 
latives will give no information, though you should | and subject only to the same amount of taxatiog, 
send out persons to interrogate them, armed with | How, then, are we to justify the expenditure of 
all the terrors of the law. And, sir, what legis- || halfa million of dollars by this Governmeni—a 
lation is to be based upon the report of these | a time, too, when the country is in debt—for 
diseases of which the people have died? Whatis || purpose that is wholly unnecessary? It appears 
the purpose of procuring such report? Another || from the calculation made by the gentleman from 
provision requires, that the names of the different | Ohio, that the difference of expense to be jn. 
religious denominations, and the number of mem- || curred under the bill reported by the committee, 
bers belonging to each, shall be ascertained. ‘| and the substitute, would be more than half a mil- 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, having | lion of dollars. I cannot vouch for the correct- 
obtained permission to interrupt the gentleman a || ness of the estimate, for | have not made any cal- 
moment, remarked, that the object contemplated || culation myself, 
by reporting the diseases of which persons had | Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania. [ must 
died, was, that healfny and unhealthy locations || say that to me it appears that the statement made 
might be ascertained, in order to guide the action || by the gentleman eon Ohio, gives no sanction 
of the Government when making appropriations || whatever to any such conclusion as the gentleman 


| for dock-yards, forts, and other public works, and || has arrived at. It affords no vindication for it. 


for deciding upon their locations. ,| It becomes perfectly futile, then, to attempt to base 

Mr. KAUFMAN. | am willing to admit, sir, | any such conclusion upon it. The statistics in 
that some advantage might arise from the informa- | 1840 cost $103,953; suppose, then, the increase of 
tion which the gentleman proposes to obtain, al- || population since that trme to be five millions of 
though this information could be otherwise more || inhabitants—giving the increase the largest possi- 


|cheaply and correctly obtained; but there are | ble allowance for agriculturists and manufactures, 
| a thousand things, information upon which would || the cost cannot, according to the provisions of 
| be of advantage to the country, which we, nev- || your bill, exceed $170,000. I will venture to say 


ertheless, have no constitutional power to enter || that no estimate that can be made will show a 
upon in any provisions to be inserted in a cen- | result such as the gentlemon has stated. 

sus bill. There are thousands of things of this || Mr. KAUFMAN. I have not, as I said, made 
description; the only question is, whether or || any calculation, but it seems to me that the 
not the information is necessary to carry into effect | expense of collecting the information that is here 


/any of the powers delegated to Congress by the | proposed to be collected, will certainly be double 
| Constitution; whether, in the first place, the ob- | that of taking the simple enumeration of the in- 





taining of the information is a power that is del- | habitants. Four or five questions and the answers 
egaied by the Constitution and in the next || to them, are all that will be necessary for the 
place, if it is not a delegated power, whether it is | purpose of taking an enumeration of the inhabit- 
proper or necessary to carry into effect any power || ants; yet the bill provides for fifty or sixty ques- 
of that description. Now, sir, I consider it is || tions with their answers. Is it not reasonable, 


neither necessary nor proper to make these in- || then, to conclude that the expense will be at 


| quiries—especially to make an enumeration of || least double? And if so, it will amount to more 


the members of the various religious denomi- || than half a million of dollars. I believe that the 
nations. Sir, I ask what advantage is to be || calculation of the gentleman from Ohio is strictly 
derived from it? I ask what kind of legisla- || correct, and that the expense will be double, when 
tion is to be based upon it? What legislation | we take into consideration the additional questions 
under the Constitution of this country can be || it is proposed to ask by the bill, reported by the 
based upon statistical information regarding re- | chairman of the committee, to those proposed.in 
ligious denominations, or the number of members | the bill that is offered as a substitute by the gen- 
that belong to the different religious sects or de- || tieman from Ohio. I have great confidence, how- 
nominations of Christians into which the people || ever, in the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

of this country are divided? We have no right || Mr. THOMPSON. Iam much obliged to the 
to legislate upon the subject of religion, and cer- || gentleman, but I would like to suggest—because in 
tainly we can base no legislation upon the inform- | that way perhaps we shall arrive at more accurate 
ation proposed to be obtained in reference to this | results upon the question under consideration— 
subject. I hold that this schedule is a violation | all that the census taker is entitled to receive for 
of the Constitution, for we have no right to collect | each set of inquiries on the subject of agriculture 
statistics in regard to religion. Sir, f look upon || is ten cents for each farm, and the compensation 
it as a dangerous proposition, that we should enter | for the inquiries pertaining to manufactures is but 
upon an inquiry of this sort. Are we willing to | fifteen cents in the case of each manufacturing €3- 
give an opportunity for an advantage to be taken || tablishment. How many such establishments are 
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here in the United States? When the gentleman || has been the change of her condition within The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Mrucen) has 
| made a report, in which he proposes merely to 













geures the number, he will then have a basis of || the last two years? What has been the change 
Pyeulation. Ido not care what number he may | in regard to the number of her inhabitants, and | enumerate the inhabitants of the United States— 
choose (9 assume, provided he does not take a | what is the difference between her resources two | iN common parlance, merely to count noses—and 
number that will shock all rational minds, whieh 1 | years ago, and her resources now? What will be || this is the full extent that his constitutional seru- 
know he will notdo. Let the gentleman take, as | the difference in her resources nine years hence, | ples will permit him to go; while the chairman of 
[have done, what approaches as nearly as possible || and the present time? Sir, I believe there is scarce- || the committee, in my estimation, in better taste 
to the actual number of agricultural and manufac- | ly a man in this House who supposes there will and judgment, with more scope and range to his 
raring establishments in the United States. My | be any necessity for resorting to direct taxation. || philosophy and statesmanship, proposes that the 
calculation is based upon the supposition that there || There is no one who wishes it. The people of the || census shall take a far more extended field. The 
are about one million two hundred thousand per- || North are able to control the action of Congress. || census, as proposed to be taken, embraces a great 
sons engaged in agricultural, and about seven || It is very well known that they derive greater || variety of statistical information, needful, useful, 
hundred thousand in manufacturing operations. || benefits by the tariff system than they could by || indispensable, in my estimation, to correct legis la- 
Taking these numbers asa basis, and estimating || direct taxation upon the people of the South. tion. Our power to collect this information is 
the number of establishments of each kind exist- || Mr. CARTTER (the floor being yielded for a || denied; its utility when gathered impugned; avd 
ing in which this number of operatives are en- || question) said he would inquire of the gentleman || its accuracy when collected questioned in advance. 
ved, the expense will not exceed one hundred || whether, in his opinion, Congress had not the There is force enough in the term census to em- 
and twenty-three or one hundred and twenty- || power to make inquiry in regard to the various || brace all the subjects which are included in the 
four thousand dollars. And in regard to the social || subjects comprehended in the bill, provided it were || tables of the bill, which I favor, and many more. 
statistics, for which there is to be allowed two || with a view to direct taxation? | Tam content with the bill as it is, as being the 
ner cent. upon the amount allowed for the enumera- | Mr. KAUFMAN. I have no doubt, if we had || best that we are able to obtain; but were | to frame 
ion of the population—this whole branch of || before us a bill for imposing a direct tax—if it || one, it should be far more extensive and minute. 
the expense will not exceed $4,400, estimating | were the policy of the country—or if the exigen- || And the constitutional power to take it is the 
the entire population at twenty-two millions, It || cies of the times compelled a resort toa system of || necessary result of powers clearly granted. We 
jsa mere chimera to suppose that it will amount | direct taxation, we would have a right to inquire || have, for instance, the power to create a navy. 
toanything like what the gentleman has stated. _|| into the amount of property held by individuals || Does this not imply the power to ascertain wheth- 
Mr. KAUFMAN. Suffice it for me, that the || in different States of the Union. But we are not || er we have the pine trees for spars, the live-owk 
additional expense will be ay considerable. The |, engaged in a bill of that character. When the |) for timber, and the hemp for cordage, or the land 
precise amount, of course, I cannot determine. || emergency arises, it will be time enough to exam- || that, by proper care, will produce these materials 
But | wish to ask the chairman of the committee || ine into that matter, and not when we have a bill || essential to createa navy? The power to create 
one question, and it is, what will be the cost of || under consideration which bas not the most re- || and mantain a navy implies the power to ascer- 
printing the seven hundred reams of forms already || mote connection with that subject. tain the number of mariners in the United States; 
executed by order of the Census Board; || Mr. CARI'TER. Has the honorable gentle- || and this at once proves that you may inquire into 
Mr. THOMPSON. I believe I can answer the || man from.T'exas any assurance that we shail not || the trades and occupations of our citizens. 
genteman, and [ am rather indebted to good luck || be called upon to levy that sort of tax before the It is objected that we have no power and no 
than toa good memory, in being able to do so. | expiration of the next five years—perhaps before || right to inquire into the number of schools and 
The contract made by the.Census Board for print- | the close of the present Administration ? | seminaries of learning, or the number of those 
ing the schedule, was, that the paper should be; Mr. KAUFMAN. I am not able to foretell || who have, and of those who have not, the common 
furnished at six dollars a ream; it was to be paper | what may happen; but! do hope that every friend || rudiments of learning. One of the express pro- 
of an excellent quality, manufactured by hand. || of a strict construction of the Constitution, whether | visions of the Constitution is, that we have the 
It was agreed to be printed for three dollars a || he be of the North or of the South—whether hg |} power to promote science, and under that clause 
ream, which, added to the cost of the paper, will || represent the eastern or the western portion of || we set aside large tracts of land for the establish- 
make the whole expense per ream nine dollars. | this country, will vote for the substitute that has || ment of schools. Have we nota right to inquire 
There is, perhaps, some dispute as to whether it || been offered by the gentleman from Ohio. The || whether our bounty has been usetully and cor- 
should be nine or ten dollars; it can in no event || gentleman from Pennsylvania has remarked, that || rectly employed? But it is said we have no right to 
exceed ten dollars, so that the gentleman can easily | he would not like to see this become a sectional || inquire into the number of churches and meeting- 
compute the amount. question. Sir, | do not see anything in it that is || houses, and into the number of members belong- 
Mr. KAUFMAN. I will remark, that the ac- |) calculated to give it a sectional tendency. It is |) ing toeach sect. Some religious sects have con- 
tion of the Census Board, in causing seven hun- || merely a question as regards a strict construction || scientious scruples about bearing arms; is it not of 
dred reams of torms to be printed, is, | conceive, | of the Constitution; and, sir, so long as this body || some importance to know how numerous this sect 
aviolation of the law upon the subject. Here is |, adheres to a strict construction of the Constitution, || may be. This is a Christian community. The 
a bill from the Senate, and it has been reported || there will be no danger to this Government that || Christian religion is a part of the common law; 
upon by a committee of this House, and a substi- |, need be apprehended. I believe we are departing || in other words, the common sense, sentiment, 
tute for it has also been reported, and by neither || from the principle of strict construction every || taste, and feeling of community. And though, 
the bill nor the substitute are the forms printed by || day; I believe there is no party that has not de- || out of a sedulous desire to have nothing sectarian 
the Census Board sanctioned. This must, there- | parted from it, more or less; yet I believe a strict || in our system, no great parade is made of the 
fore, become a perfect loss to the Government. || and rigid construction should be always adhered || religion of the nation; it is in vain to dieguise it, 
That Board was constituted, as I understand, mere- | to, and that a departure from it should be tolerated || that the Christian religion is the corner-stone on 
ly for the purpose of preparing forms to be acted || under no pretext whatever. Whether it be with || which our political edifice is placed. We open our 
upon by Congress. Therefore, the argument that || a view the more readily to carry into effect a direct || sessions daily with religious exercises; we solem- 
money has been expended in the printing of these || power, or for any other purpose whatever, | be- || nizeour funerals under the orders of this House with 
forms is of little or no value, because the bill || lieve that the adherence to a strict construction of || religious ceremonies; we have a chaplain; every 
passed by the Senate does not conform to these |; the Constitution is the only course that will per- || national ship has its chaplain; every regiment has 
schedules, and this paper and printing must, there- || petuate this Union. its chaplain; your soldiers and your sailors form 
fore, be lost to the Government. I wish Con- |; Although the information here proposed to be || part of our religious community, and should 
gress to come back to the old line from which || obtained might be of some advantage, yet it can |) belong, and do generally belong to some religious 
it has departed, in regard to this matter. 1 wish || be best obtained by the State authorities, and wb- || sect or denomination. ; 
to come back to the language of the Constitution || tained, too, much more fully and satisfactorily Is it not of some importance to know what sect 
on the subject—to an enumeration of the inhab- || than it can be by yourcensus takers. They have | predominates—what proportion these sects bear to 
itants of the country, upon which enumeration || State assessments every year; they have time to | each other—merely to enable us to select our 
representation is to be based. By taking this || do their work; they are in no hurry; they have no || chaplains humanely, equitably, justly? Is it not 
course, and not otherwise, we shall be able to || constitutional provision hanging over them, de- |) desirable to know bi many consider the seventh 
get the bill passed in time for the enumeration || claring that it must be done within the year. | the day of rest, and"how many do not contribute to 
to be made within the time prescribed; and we || Mr. CLARKE. Will the gentleman allow me || the number of our warriors? We claim that ours 
shall not take from the Treasury, at a time to interrupt him for a moment? | is a free land, the asylum of the oppressed of ail 
when the country is involved in debt, a large Mr. KAUFMAN. I will yield the floor, sir. || nations. With me this is not an empty boast. I 
sum of money, to be expended for no useful || [ have said about all I intended to say. consider the free white laboring man immeasurably 
purpose. If we do not take this course, I believe Mr. CLARKE rose and said: the most valuable importation we make; and lam 
it will be impossible to complete the work of Mr. Cuarrman: When the learned chairman on”|! willing in the most authentic form to apprise the 
taking the census of the United States within || the Judiciary introduced this bill, with a variety || people of all the world of the religion of the 
the time prescribed for that purpose. It will || of prefatory remarks, giving the meaning and || countiy, its sects, and iis churches, and their 
be impossible to get through the numerous ques- || force of the term census, and a history of the | localities, for religious consolation is looked for by 
tions contained in the schedules attached to the bill || various censuses that had been taken, and the || the emigrant as well as those that are merely sens- 
reported by the majority of the committee. But || learned men who had been engaged in that work, || ual. ‘The school house and the church admonish 
gentlemen say, it may perhaps be necessary, in || it occurred to me that he was rather illustrating || all where preparation for the duties of time and 
afew years, to lay a direct tax; and that, there- || his own learning than doing a thing useful for the || eternity are made therein. We have a right to 
fore, we ought to collect this information now, so || House; but the gentleman, it is clear, better under- || borrow money. Everybody knows that the 
that it may be ready for use at any future time. || stood the objections that would be urged to his bill || facility of borrowing has et increased, and 
Now, that argument will notdo. Suppose that it || than I. It was not, it seems, unnecessary to || that the rate of interest decreased, by the perfect 
should become necessary, seven or nine years || show that the tetm census meant semething more || ability to pay. When Massachusetts wanted to 
hence, to levy a direct tax, will the census taken in || than the enumeration of inhabitants, and that it |! raise money in Europe for the construction of her 
1850 answer as the basis of a tax to be levied in || had been deemed necessary by wise Governments || western railroad, slie sent her agent with the as- 
1857 or 1859? No, sir. What will be the condi- || to employ men of great learning and capacity to 


sessed value of the State of Massachusetts in his 
tion of California at the end of seven years? What || take these censuses. hand; that exhibition of wealth enabled her to nc- 
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otiate a loan upon uncommonly reasonable terms. 
f it not right, wise, that whenever the United || occasions might be presente 


States propose to borrow money that they should | 


be able to exhibit, in an authentic form, the im- | 


mense amount of property, real and personal, that | 
is always responsible for the payment of the debt? 
Is it not desirable to know the mineral resources 
of the country? Both in peace and in war, the 
industrial pursuits of the country? The machinery 


i 


} 


of the country and its mechanical science and skill, | 
with a view to their protection and encouragement? | | the 
The gentleman from Georgia, the other day, took | under the proviso: taxes, duties, imposts and ex- 


occasion to say that no government could stand or 
ought to stand, that brought its power in conflict 
The property to 


with the property of the people. 
which the gentleman referred, is property vested 


in slaves, which he was pleased to estimate at 


fifteen hundred millions of dollars. I deemed the 
expression indefensible, revolutionary; but since 
the sentiment is advanced in this House, and seems 
to be entertained by others than the gentleman 
from Georgia, it is quite desirable to know the 
ages as well as the numbers of the slaves, with the 


view of ascertaining their value, and comparing || 


that property with other property which the same | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


} 


gentlemen seem to think deserves no protection, | 


no encouragement. It is quite desirable to know 
the positive and relative yield of agricultural pro- 
ductions in different sections of the country, in 
order that we may see whether it be wise to in- 
graft slavery upon the immense terr tories which 
we have lately acquired. I know of no one fact, 
which the tables prepared by the chairman on the 
Judiciary would not be useful for us to know. 
Let there be light, was the command of Infinite 
Wisdom at the creation of the world. The rule 


seems to be reversed here, in the government of a | 


small part of the world; and the cry of gentlemen | 


here is, let there be darkness. 

There is in the free States a class of men enti- 
tled to all the privileges of citizenship there, who, 
if they set foot in certain other States of this 
Union, are liable to be imprisoned, and in certain 
contingencies to be sold as slaves, because it has 
pleased Ged not to bestow upon them quite so 
white a skin as some of us wear. Is it not de- 
sirable to know how numerous this class is, with 


the view of ascertaining the practical value of a | 
Would it | 


great principle of the Constitution ? 
not be worth while, if it were in our power, to as- 


certain the lineage and the place of birth of the | 


African race, in order, amongst other things, to 


ascertain whether our laws excluding slaves from | 


foreign parts are violated or observed? Is it not 
desirable to know the prevalent diseases of the 
country, whether they result from local causes or 


unhealthy trades, so that if need there be, we may | 


discourage the unhealthy trade, drain the marsh? 


Is it not desirable, with reference to the health of | 


the country and our quarantine laws, to ascertain 
whether diseases are imported, and whether they 


are the result of unhealthy food, or scarcity, or the | 


crowded state of the vessel? Will not an inquiry 
into the diseases of the country tend to elucidate 
these facts? Give us light uponall these subjects; 
we shall not obtain a surplus of information; and 
it seems to me that he that underrates this statisti- 
cal information, which is sought by the bill under 
consideration, has not well considered the elements 
out of which the character, the power, of a coun- 
try is maie, 

Mr. WOODWARD said, he apprehended that 
the gentleman who had just resumed his seat [Mr. 
Crarke] had given an intimation as to what was 
the true object of asking a great variety of the in- 
quiries contained in this bill. It was to know 
what facts might be alleged in derrogation of a 


certain description of labor in.a certain portion of 


this Union. It was not necessary for the gentle- 
man to have made the intimation; other gentlemen 
had been more prudent in discussing this question. 
it was not necessary, because no man could be 
blind @ the fact, that the object of a part of this 
bill—tu wes not so with every part of it—but the 
object of particular parts of the bill was to pro- 
cure and circulate over the country themes for ab- 
olition declamation, Who doubted that it was 
for that purpose? The object was to select the 
blemishes in the social system of the South, and 
harp upon these until the imagination of the coun- 
try should be wholly prepossessed, and every favor- 
able feature lost sight of. In this way any com- 
munity in the world might be scandalized and 


brought into disrepute, — 


| 


———S-————_——— 


| 


| 








| 








But he would not dwell epee = subject; oneer || would be represented, and could 
or this purpose, e} 


proposed, for the present occasion, to look into the | 


constitutional power of Congress, which he con- 
ceived had not yet fully been developed to the 
House. The power given to Congress in the Con- 
stitution was ‘*to lay and collect taxes, duties, 
imposts and excises.”” A proviso was attached to 
this power, ‘but all duties, imposts and excises 
shall be uniform throughout the United States,” 
Taxes were not enumerated in the list which came 


cises were to be laid and collected, but duties, im- 
posts and excises were to be uniform. What was 
the objectof that distinction? It wasto distinguish 
bet ween the subjects of direct taxation which were 
to be apportioned upon one principle, and the other 
three forms of taxation which were to be appor- 
tioned upon another principle. Taxes, here, meant 


direct taxes, and direct taxation was a taxation || 
upon persons or upon lands which could be as- || 


certained by enumeration and through geographi- 
cal science. Th luterc-u'd be as well ascertained 
by a person residing in the city of Washington as 
by any deputy surveyor who might be sent into 
any particular State. 
(which were synonymous in the Constitution) 
should be apportioned to federal numbers ; du- 
ties, imposts and excises should be uniform, i. e. 
according to wealth. 


An enumeration of the inhabitants was necessary 
for the purpose of capitation, and it was necessary 
to know the quantity of land for the purpose of a 
direct tax upon it. Would they need the aid of a 
censor to ascertain the number of inhabitants and 
the amount of geographical area? It was ridicu- 
lous for the gentleman to look to this as a source 
of knowledge. Asa measure of legisiation it had 
been imposed upon Congress by the Constitution, 
but no well informed man ever looked to such a 
source for light and knowledge: they were more 
securely derived from other sources. The statis- 
tics of the States, certain known laws of relation 
between population and wealth in the same coun- 


Capitation or direct taxes | 


| 


| upon wealth? 





was done them? see that JUsticg 


Now duties, imposta, and excises were required 


hy the Constitution to be uniform thro 


nited Sta'es—that was, that the same Mee tthe 

& for all the States, and that property, w " 

should be the criterion of taxation, requiring : 
5 


persons in all communities to pay accordin 
their wealth and not according to their feds P 
numbers. Now what necessity had Chngmes t 
this information in levying this sort of taxa. 

Was it necessary? It would o 
convenient, but was it, in the language of the Cy 
stitution, ‘* necessary and proper?” for the *4 
guage of the Constitution was not necessary : 
proper, but necessary and proper. It was no; “4 
cessary and proper to know the amount of Propert ; 
and weulth in order to know how to levy taxes 
Could they not levy a tax of ten cents per gutinn 
upon whiskey without knowing the whole an 
of whiskey in the United States? — 

But suppose that this knowledge was wantej_ 
Suppose it was necessary and proper, was oy, 
censor, he asked, a more reliable authority than 
the State authorities? Would gentlemen as. 
sume that a State Lerislature—the Senate an 
House of Representatives of a State, sanctioned by 


lan 
Ount 


| all the authorities of a State—were less likely to 
| give true information than was the censor ap. 
There was no necessity of || 
ascertaining the value of the property ina Siate | 
with a view to levying duties, imposts or excises. | 


pointed by the Federal Government? The vey. 
tleman from New York wanted the information 
from federal officers. A sovereign State wag yp. 
worthy to be trusted, was too mendacious to be 
relied upon in the transactions of this Government. 
It was a matter of convenience he (Mr. W.) cop. 


_ceded, but in no scale a matter of necessity or 
| proper—while it should be both. 


exercise. 


ty, where conditions were identical, or the differ- | 
ence of conditions well understood and appreciated, || 
would be a safer reliance for accurate knowledge || 


than the returns of any United States censor. 

Mr. STRONG interposing, (and the floor being 
yielded for explanation,) said he desired to ascer- 
tain the gentleman’s views, for he (Mr. 8.) hoped 
to have an opportunity of being heard more at 
length upon the subject. He wished to know 
whether the gentleman from South Carolina held, 
that Congress, in exercising the power of laying 


a direct tax (assuming what the gentleman had al- || 


ready declared, that it was a capitation or a land 
tax) was required to impose an equal tax upon 
land which was worth one dollar an acre, and 
that which was worth two hundred dollars an 
acre? and if it were not so, whether the inquiries 
relative to the value of property in lands contained 
in these schedules were not necessary? And sec- 
ondly, he would like to ask the gentleman whether, 
in order to obtain anything like an uniform, equal 
tax throughout the country by an excise, it was 
not necessary to know what the personal property 
was? 

Mr. WOODWARD (resuming) said they could 
not discuss every point that arose under a ques- 
tion in an hour, and he confessed he could not 
consent to any gentleman’s indicating the particu- 
lar topics which he should discuss. He did not 
mean to be discourteous. He would, however, 
notice one of the inquiries of the gentleman in re- 
gard to the value of the lands. He said that the 
attempts of the United States to survey each man’s 
land, and fix the value of it, was never thought of 
and never would be thought of. The aggregate 
amount of a tax upon land was apportioned among 
the States irrespective of the value of their lands. 
Rich land or poor land, send-barren or alluvion, a 
State had to pay so much, if it had so many fed- 
eral population. How the tax should be distrib- 
uted among the people of a State, was a question 
of internal justice and equality, and would depend 
upon the relative valuations which the local gov- 
ernment would place upon different descriptions of 
land. What greater security could a people have 


that justice would be done them in this respect, 
than to have the matier left with their own local 
government, where each class of land-holders 


| 


} 
i 





| a State. 


But to go a little further: admitting that the 
General Government had to obtain this informa. 
tion, the information sought, according to genile. 
men’s own view of the subject, should be confined 
to that which was itself the subject of taxation— 
if the taxing power was what it was intended to 
The taxing power ought not to have 
a greater scope than the suuject of the power, 
W hat had the subject of taxation to do with the 
institution of a censorship modeled after that of 
Rome—for putting all manner of indelicate ques. 
tions to persons touching the private family rela- 
tions, manners, morals, &c.? That was what 
was proposed, Gentlemen did not confine them. 


| selves to what was the subject of their power, 
| Now, gentlemen who talked of ‘inciderital power, 
| misconceived the nature of things. There could 


be no such thing as an incidental power. Inci- 


| dence was between the different parts of the same 


subject, and all the incidents made the whole sub- 
ject. The power was one and indivisible, and 
covered the whole subject with all its incidents. 
Take for instance the cuinage of money: the sub- 
ject consisted of everything necessary and proper to 
coining—buildings, machinery, laborers,and chem- 
ical tests. There was not a distinct power for each 
one of these incidents, but a single power covering 
the whole. Mr. Madison gives this exposition of 
the method of construing the Constitution. Noth- 
ing could be more evidently true. An opposite 


| method violated every law of human science and 


reasoning. Each power in Congress was a whole 
and complete power, as much so as any power in 
It must not, however, transcend its sub- 
ject. It would be absurd to suppose that any 
power could properly do so. 

Could they send your censor to inquire of an 
old maid how old she was, and to require her to 
tell upon oath; and if she did not that she should 
be fined, indicted ? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said there 
was no such provision in the bill. 

Mr. WOODWARD said if he was mistaken, 
he thanked the gentleman for the correction. 
But at all events, if they exempted her from 
affidavit, they did not from fine, and imprisonment 
if she did not pay it. A woman who had borne 
an illegitimate child had to tell it; if she refused 
she was to be fined. [He here read the sixteenth 
section of the bill. 

Mr. THOMPSON said there was no provision 
in the bill as to children born. If, when the gen- 
tleman came to read it, there was anything in It 
80 Neo as the gentleman’s argument, he 
would himself give up the bill. 

Mr. WOODWARD said he would state, orc: 
for all, that he had not the tables from the Senate 
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but only the tables reported by the 
and if there was not an inquiry 


before him, . 


z t : ° 
Se eetiemran if there was not an inquiry how 


iidren a woman had borne? 
many (NFO MPSON. There is none 

Mr. STRONG. There is in regard to slaves. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I beg my colleague's par- 
don; there is no such inquiry. There is such a 
vision in the Senate bill. : 

. Mr. WOODWARD. Then let this part of my 
cock go for the Senate; they have quite as much 
need of it there as here, In relation to this subject. 

There was a delicacy (Mr. W. continued) in 

every refined mind that revo ted from having 
werything made known in regard to private 
family relations, even where there was no guilt or 
scandal. What fami ies did not conceal from one 
another, or from friends? They were unwilling 
to have proclaimed in the market, or spread upon 
yblic archives. How old a person was, how 
much property he had, how many children his 
wife had lost, were questions annoying to a sensi- 
tive mind, even when put bya Puan person, 
and mach more so when demanded with a penalty 
by a censor of Government for publication. 
Having gone thus far, who knew where they 
yould stop? Go read the history of the Roman 
censorship; see, from a modest beginning, what 
an odious tyranny it became in process of time— 
the most odious with which the Roman people 
was oppressed. Compare its progress, from its 
beginning to its ending, with the progress you 
have made thus far, and see in how short a time 
ou will reach the greatest excess. Next you 
will inquire into all church matters—who go to 
church, how often, &c. : 

The policy of this bill was to la the foundation 
fora system of direct taxation. Mr. W. then pro- 
ceeded to show that the resources of the country 
by imposts were gradually diminishing. Imposts 
(he sad) were a tax not upon wealth, but upon 
the difference between domestic and foreign cost 
of production. This difference was continually 
diminishing in the United States, and would pres 
ently banish, and with it the foundation of imposts. 
What was now a revenue duty, would presently 
bea prohibitory duty. To raise revenue, therefore, 
all duties must be progressively reduced. But 
the manufacturing interests could not submit to 
this reduction. They must, therefore, look out for 
other sources of revenue; they must look to direct 
taxes. 

He would beg gentlemen to look at one feature 
in our commercial relations, and industrial and ag- 
ricultural pursuits at home. We had a climate 
comprehending every climate of Europe—a soil ca- 
pable of preducing everything that belonged to the 
soil of Europe, and at a cheaper rate than any 
other country in the world. Look at the article 
of sugar. Twenty years ago sugar would have 
borne an impost duty of one hundred per cent. 
What was the state of the case now? Half of that 
sum would amount to an absolute prohibition; and 
in five years hence, sugar might be exported from 
the United States, and would be incapable of bear- 
ingany duty. In Louisiana, Texas, and the south- 
western portion of the country, owrng to the soil, 
the climate, and the African slave labor, sugar 
would then be made twenty per cent. cheaper than 
inany other portion of the world. 

Mr. BAYLY (in his seat) and exported to—— 

Mr. WOODWARD, (continuing.) Exported— 
yes, exported to the end of the world in ten 
years from this time. And if in ten years hence, 
any duty at all should be laid upon that ar- 
ticle, it must be an export duty. Had Congress 
the right to lay such a duty? But he would not 
dwell on this particu ar branch of the subject 


‘What he contended for was, that this information 


was not desired with a view to impose taxes, 
and that we could not, from the power to enumer- 
ate the people, derive the power to enumerate the 
property—one being expressed in order to be cre- 
ated, the other should have been expressed if it 
was designed to be created. But admitting the 
Principle that we could take the value of property, 
there was no authority to go beyond it. Under 
the Constitution of the United States, the word 
“census” was defined. So was the word “ tfea- 
son.” It left everything else to be defined by pn- 
tical science. It defined ** census” and “treason” 
In order to limit them. The word “census” it 
efined in the first instance, and then, in a subse- 


| 


| 
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nent clause, it said *‘ census” or ‘* enumeration.” | 
hat was a special census. A census literally de- 


j 


subject, he had been misled. He asked | fined, comprehended more than an enumeration; | 


but our census was a mere enumeration, and this 
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) substantial character. 


particular census. which was mentioned in the |) 


Constitution, was defined to be an enumeration. | 
And well might the framers of the Constitution 
have been careful in defining the extent of the 
power—remembering, as they did, all fresh from 
the study of Roman history and of political his- 


tory everywhere—well might they be cautious, | 


when they remembered the character under the | 
Roman government of that censorship which was | 
commenced and half developed in the bill under 
consideration. If gentlemen limited themselves 
to an enumeration of the value of property, the | 
bill would not be so objectionable. If they went | 
beyond that, they would disappoint themselves 
He made no threats. But there were hundreds of 
thousands of persons in the United States, who 
would not answer the questions which this in- 
solent censorship might put to them. He would 
not answer them. No obtrusive officer should 
come into his house and ask for this informa- | 
tion. He would not answer, and hundreds of 
thousands of others would not. He would go 
to the extent of fixing property and its value; 


but all this insolence, all this curiesity should 


| receive no indulgence from him. 





| ble they might do so. 


‘entirely different aspect. 


If the people 
should be called upon simply to give this im- 
information, of their own free will, it was proba- | 
But when it came upon 
them in the form of a demand—when fines were | 
to be levied upon them if they did not tell how they 
got sick, how they died, and how they got cured— 
if they would not tell all about their marriages, all | 
about the birth of their children—and when they 
were told that unless they answered all these | 
things, they would go tu jat', the case assumed an | 
Tais was one objection | 
to the bill—that the formation sought for tn these | 
particulars would be unreliable; 1 would not be | 
full and perfect. 
who refused to vote. It was attempted to make | 
him vote. Did the attempt succeed? And was it 
less clear that the right existed to make that mem- 
ber vote, than to make a woman tell how old she 
was? Which was the clearest right? And if, inthe 


| former case, there was a failure, how was it to be | 


expected that in the latter the attempt should be 
successful ? 
House, would gentlemen contend for it with a | 
woman? These things were all odious. The in- 
quisitorial officer was, of all others, and under every 
Government, the most odious. It was a bore to be 


catechised by anybod y—but for a family to be in- |) 
truded upon by a Government offi:er and asked a || 


thousand questions was insufferable; and the | 
county would resist it. lt was this which made the | 
Roman Empire odious—and it was this which | 
would make this Government odious. And he bad 
made these remarks to show that information 
thuscollected would be unreliable, because it would 
not contain the whole truth. 

Mr. CARTTER said he saw no particular pro- 
priety or impropriety in the introduction of the | 
church statistics into the census bill: statistics re- 
lating to the various denominations are periodi- 
cally ascertained and published by the religious | 
bodies themselves, and nothing can be added to | 
the information already possessed by means of | 
the census. As no information is to be derived | 


that we do not already possess, the less the Gov- || 


ernment has to do with religion the better: with | 
this view I am not disposed to support this branch || 
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stantial inquiries, and forward as faras lam able 


tS principal objects. 

The tables embrace a call for information of a 
A proper answer to them 
will furnish knowledge necessary to a proper un- 
derstanding of the rapidly-unSolding resources and 
diverse interests of the country—infurmation im- 
portant to the citizens of the nation in their daily 
business relations, and indispensable to a correct * 
discharge of our duty as Representatives of the 

ople. We enact no law that does not affect the 
interests of some portior. of the country, espreially 
appropriations affecting the Treasury. It is ob- 
vious to every member here, tliat the correct dis- 
charge of legislative duty must depend upon a 


| full understanding of these varied interests ot the 


country. 
The constitutional doubts which have been ex- 


_ pressed by several gentlemen as to the power of 


ment which they have found it necessary 


Congress in providing a law for the enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the United States, ta also 
provide for ascertaining i's wealth, have preser ted 
no difficulty to my mind. The course of argu- 
to 


| pursue in resisting the passage of this bill, ac- 


knowledges indirectly the power. It is acknowl- 


| eged by all, that if we were engaged in the work of 


creating a law by the force of which direct taxes 


| were to be imposed, it would be constitutional to 


inquire into the value of the preperty, and the 
character of the interests to be taxed. ln a werd, 
the pewer to tax involved the power, and en- 
jomed the duty, of ascertaining and understanding 
the subject of taxation, This argument, although 


| designed to explain away the constitutional power 


to call for statistical information in this connec- 
tion, in my judgment, confirms it. If the power 
to levy direct taxes, imposts and excise duties — 
power expressly given in the Constitution— implies 
the necessity avd authority to inquire into the 
sulject of tax, impost, and excise, the same reason 


|} and authority will justify the inquiry insubordi- 
There was once a memver here | 


nate to the legislative enforcement of indorect 
texation through customs. ‘This Government is 


exercising the highest power of sovereignty in 


taxing and collecting from the industry of the 
country, or some other, annually, the sum of fom 
thirty-five to for'y-five millions of dollars, Tam 
aware that there is a school of political econo- 


| mists, who have endeavored to inculeate the doc- 


If the point was yielded in this |) 


trine that this sum, the product of revenue and 
protective linposis, iS Nol a tax upon the con- 
sumer, and dves not reach the people in the form 


| of taxauon, That it is created out of nothing, 
| and felt nowhere. 


| 
| 
' 
i 


| 


it 


of the bill. Nor am I disposed to vote for any | 
question in the schedule that is unecessary to 
elicit information or that would offend delicacy. | 
I am compelled however, to ditfer from the gentile- 


man from South Carolina, [Mr. Woopwarp,} in || 


the assumption that an inquiry as to the name of | 
aman, woman, or child is impertinent or impu- | 
dent. A name is given toa person for the purpose 
of entitling the person, and none are reluctant to | 
be recognized by it but those who have done some- | 
thing to disgrace it, But over the etiquette of the | 
matter there can be no great difference of opinion. | 
There is no gentleman upon this floor who 1s dis- | 


posed to insult his constituents; and | apprehend 
these objections are taken, not because the matter 
in itself is objectionable, but with the view of de- 


be my vote upon the immaterial details of the bill, 


Ij 


lam nota disciple of this faith. I believe this 
sum to be a tax, and a taux upon the consumit g 
portion of our people, and especially that portien 
not engaged im the fabrication of the merchandise 
protected by the economy of the tariff. If correct 
in this view of the subject, and | have no doubt 
the sentument is the judgment of a majority of the 
House, we are exercising the power of taxation 


| every session of Congress; and as an incident to 


its exercise, have the right and obligations of duty 


| to require that we should be intormed of the 
| various interests affected by tariff imposts, and 
| their relations with each other. 


Sir, if there are 
reasons in the process of direct taxation for 
ascertaining the condition of the interests af- 
fected—a proposition conceded—theré are double 
reasons for acquiring the sime knowledge in the 
imposition of indirect taxation through a tariff. 
In the first instance, the tax payer is admonished 
by «direct demand for money, that he is paying 
tribute to the Government, and that admonition is 
transferred from him to his representative, the 
result of which could not be otherwise than a 
‘watchful guardianship ovr the public treasure 
and faithful economy in its dis'-arsement. In the 
latter case, the tax is drawn from the consumer 
insidiously and insensibly by way of meat, drink 


' and clothing, daily, from the first day of January 


| 
| 
} 
| 
' 


to the last day of December, morning, noon and 
night. The fund thus imperceptibly extracted is 
irresponsibly expended. 

There is a method of ascertaining tangibly where 
this taxation falls, and when ascertained, equaliz- 
ing its burdens, An important item in the process 
isa full disclosure of the various resources and 


wealth of the Repos is the first siep to a 
feating one of the objects of the bill. Whatevermay } 


correct knowledge of the wants of the penple rep- 
resenting these various interests. Fur instance, it 


1 am willing and anxious to vote for all its sub- |) is a part of the current business history of this 





Cae ue - 


842 











‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





nation that the East is engaged chiefly in agricul- || Taxation and representation were to go hand in 
ture and commerce, the South and the West in || 


agriculture. In the present mode of taxation their 
interests conflict, and if each section says to the 
other, we will permit no disclosure of our resources 
upon such authority as the national legislature 


_hand. That was a peremptory principle, and it 
| was necessary that such a provision should be 


|| peremptorily established. Rightly, therefore, had 


shall direct or can rely, by what light are we to be | 


governed? As statesmen legislating for a nation, 


the doctrine leaves us nothing but our instincts | 


if it was followed out. 
The interests of the district which I have the 


honor to represent isa grand illustration of the || 


necessity of the national legislature being infortned 


of the interests and demands of every section of | 
An iron convention at Pitsburg, | 


the Union. 
sent to me, as I learn it did to other members of 


this body, a memorial, that they must have an in- || 


creased protection on iron, of ten or twenty per 


it been ingrafted in the Constitution, What was 
the consequence? Congress was to take an enu- 
| meration of that which was to be the basis of rep- 


|| resentation and the basis of taxation—all the free 


white men and three-fifths of all others. That was 


| theprinciple which lay at the foundation of taxa- 


cent. One of the arguments for a protective tariff | 


is, that it furnishes a domestic market and increases 
prices for agricultural staples. 


Wheat is the chief || 


staple of my district, and itis worth more in the | 


centre of the district on the Ohio canal than at Pitts- 


burg. The result of the proposition of this conven- || 


tion would be to tax the people of my region from 


five to ten thousand dollars a year, without any re- || 


j 


turn. Now, I should like to be informed as to | 


these interests and their conflict without, being ad- 
vised of their extent and peculiarity. 

i was much surprised to hear from the gentle- 
men from South Carolina that this bill was framed 
with the view to bring slavery into disgrace, es- 


| tion and representation. How was this to be as- 
certained from time totime? Only by the power, 
| peremptorily given, that a census, or enumera- 
tion should be taken from time to time. The 
provision was not to be got rid of. Congiess 
was bound every ten years to take an enu- 
meration so as to establish the ratio of repre- 
| sentation as weil as taxation, if a resort to taxation 
should be deemed necessary. In giving the ratio 
| Of representation, only a part of the principle was 
carried into effect. How was a guide to be ob- 
| tained to the number of dollars to be assessed upon 
/each State, if we had no account of the prop- 
erty on which it was to be based? And during 
| the war of 1812 and 1813, when « tax was to be 


declared that property in lands, houses, and slaves 
should bear taxes. Assessors and collectors were 
appointed, and when a sufficient amount was not 


|, yielded, it was then required that personal prop- 


pecially after hearing it advocated by distunguished | 


s uthern gentlemen in the other end of the Capi- 
tol. And how it can have that effect, is a pro- 
found mystery to me. The census in the South 


will be taken by men of the South. The mar- | 
shals of the several States are charged with the || 


duty of taking the census of their respective States; 


they appoint the deputies, those deputies sus- | 


tain neighborhood relation to the fields of their 
duty, imbued with ail the sympathies, and pos- 
sessed of all the prejudices peculiar to the insti- 
tution and interests of their locality—as far as 
their labor is connected with slavery and its effects, 
if there is any such thing, will draw the portrait 
as fair as facts will justify. If the peculiar insti- 
tution is injured by means of this census bill, it 
will be itianibalbiod in the house of its friends. 
Sir, as far as | am informed there are no purposes 
in connection with this measure to justify the ap- 

rehensions of the honorable member. If that 
institution or any other cannot endure the inves- 
igations proposed by this bill, it cannot justify any ; 
aud permit me to say, that any man, measure, or 


|| our pursuits, occupations, and habits, we were | 


1) 


i 





| 


erty should also be taxed. He had himself paid 
a tax in 1815. He had paid a property tax; 
he had paid a tax on his watch; he had paid 
a tax on his furniture. He knew, therefore, what 
| the principles of taxation at that time were, and 
| how that taxation was assessed; and it was 
only upon the principles ingrafted upon this bill 


Who could tell how soon that oc- 
casion might arise? Peaceful as we were in all 


sull a warlike people; we had our wars of con- 
| quest or defence. No man could tell what might 


|| happen in ten years from this time. If we were 


| to remain at peace, and not to be subjected to direct 
| taxation, we should support the Government 
| through the custom-houses (which, though not 
| in the opinion of some gentlemen the best mode, 
| was yet that most suited to the character and dis- 

position of our people) until the representatives of 


| the people should by their votes here declare that | 
| our custom-houses should not give us the taxes | 
| required for the support of the Government; but | 


| that we should raise them upon the property, the 
| slaves, and the freemen of the country; and the 


institution, that will not bear proper public cri‘i- | Government ought at all times to have within its 


cism, cannot survive upon, the face of this Repub- 
hie, nor for any considerable time upon this conti- 
newt. The schoolmaster is abroad, and things to 
be examined, must, in their turn, evidence the search 
of inquiry and the conclusions of reason. 

It is objected to the measure, that the facts ob- 
tained through it are not reliable. Why, sir, the 
subject is within the capacity of any person of 
common sense, and committed to the labor of 
man, acting under all the obligations of oath and 
official trust. They may not be literally correct, 
but they will furnish a nearer approximation to 


truth, than can be produced in any other way or | 


by any other means. 


Mr. JOHN A. KING said he desired to sub- | 
mita very few remarks to the committee. He || 


had heard with great surprise the opinions 


which had been expressed in the course of the || 


debate upon this proposition. He said with sur- 
prise, because, sitting in the House of the Rep- 
resentatives of the people of the United States, he 
could scarcely have imagined that this body could 
have Leen called upon to take up the provisions of 
the Constitution in order to obtain light and know!l- 
edge upon the subject before it. It was, therefore, 
with surprise that he had listened to the remarks 
made bythe gentlemen on the other side of the 
House, as well as those of the able and distin- 
guished gentleman [Mr. Srepuens] on this. What 
was the provision of the Constitution under 
which gentlemen asserted that the power to collect 
this information was not given? te yas that pro- 
vision which declared that taxation and represent- 
ation should go together, This was an early prin- 
ciple—a jealous principle—not only in the Revo- 
lucien, but a principle which governed the Con- 
federation of the States, and which had found its 
way into the Constitution of the United States. 





| 
} 


} 
| 


| 





| 





} 
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| control the basis upon which this taxation was to 
be laid. 

Now, if Congress had a right, as he deemed 

| they had, independently of that provision of the 

} * . . . 

| Constitution which required an enumeration of 

| the inhabitants to be taken—if they had a right 


| under their general powers of legislation—which 


| (because it was not inhibited) he thought they 
| had, to collect accurate knowledge relative to the 


| 
the country, should they not obtain such informa- 
| tion? How were men to act advisedly, intelli- 
| gently, correctly, upon the great subject of the 
| tariff, which affected the labor, the resources, the 
industry of the country, if they had not before 
them the statistics which constituted the founda- 
‘tion of that knowledge? How were they, as 
| legislators, to act intelligently without it? Was 
| there any constitutional inhibition to the receiving 
| that light, that knowledge and information? Was 
| that inhibition to be found in the peremptory pro- 
| vision of the Constitution requiring the citizens 
| and the slaves of the country to be enumerated, in 
| order that representation and direct taxation might 
be apportioned from time to time, to their num- 
bers? He could not conceive a legislative bod 
sitting anywhere where the principles by which 
they were to be governed were so clear, so abun- 
dant, so advantageous to the whole nation as that 
through the power of Congress—this accurate, 
full, reliable knowledge should be acquired— 
| knowledge which was not necessary alone to 
poise the minds of the legislators of the country, 
| ut which every intelligent citizen in the land 
looked to with avidity, with earnest desire, in 
order that he might have, as he ought to have, all 
the knowledge and information connected with 
| the resources, the industry, the wealth and pros- 


levied, not only the ratio was fixed, but it was | 


that, should occasion arise, the proper results could || 
|, be arrived at. 


property, the productions, and the resources of || 
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| perity of the country. If there was 

i the world who required that knowledge "= 
|| the American people. as it not the coy -™ 
| other Governments all over the world, not only , 
|| their own information, but for the informatic, ~ 
| others who desire it, to collect such information , - 
| ative to themselves? and was it not by them soy 
quired, published, distributed to the world ? Ww, 
| did we desire to see the statistics of the populatig? 


wealth, productions, and resources of Eno} 
| France, and all the other countries of Rison nt 
of the world with which we had relations ofan” 
and of commerce? Was it not right and pro - 
if we received these lights from them there’ 
should furnish them the same information relai ; 
to our own country? - 

Whatever constitutional objections mich; be 
raised in certain quarters of this House, he main 
tained that it was the right and the duty of Co), 
gress to ask, to demand—ina proper and courteous 
manner, he admitted—from the citizens in all see, 
tions of the country, all that knowledge whic) 
| they thought proper to collect, all that light which 

in their opinion, would tend to wise, safe, anj 

patriotic legislation. 

Mr. K. having concluded— 
|| _ Mr. SIBLEY obtained the floor, and yielded »: 
|| the request of 
|, Mr. WOODWARD, who inquired of the geni}e. 
/man from New York who had just taken his sea: 
| (Mr. Kina,] with what reason from the power given 
| in the Consutution to levy direct taxes, he could ip. 
|| fer the power to go out into the country and assess 
|| the property, when the framers of the Constitution 
| had not left the power to take an enumeration of 
| the inhabitants to be inferred from the power to 
|| apportion taxation according to their numbers? 

Mr. J. A. KING, (Mr. Siscey further yielding) 
said, he did not infer the right to take a census of 
the property and productions of the country from 
|| the power to take an enumeration of the inhabii. 
ants, but deduced it from the general legislative 
power to Congress and the specific power to lay 
| direct taxes—from these sources he inferred the 
power to ascertain all that belonged to the re. 
| sources, the wealth, and prosperity of the country, 

Mr. WOODWARD replied that the gentleman 
made the power which was notan express power 
in the one case ten times greater than the express 
| power itself in the other case. The power with 
| respect to the inhabitants was an express power 
to enumerate them, and nothing more; with re- 
spect to property there was no express authority 
for taking a census, and yet the gentleman inferred 
a power which extended to an assessment of the 
property, resources, wealth, and productions of 
the country. 

Mr. SIBLEY obtained the floor, and moved that 
the committee rise. 

The motion having been agreed to, the con- 
mitiee rose and reported progress. 


FRANKLIN EXPEDITION. 


Mr. JONES rose and was recognized by the 
Chair. 

Mr. HOUSTON rising at the same moment, 
said, he rose to a privileged question, and he 
moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. JONES claimed the floor, which, he said, 
he had not yielded to the gentleman from Dela- 
ware, (Mr. Houston. 

The SPEAKER said, the Chair had understood 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] 88 
yielding the floor. 

Mr. JONES said, he had not yielded. He had 
risen to the same sort of motion as that announced 
_ by the gentleman from Delaware, (Mr. Houstox,) 
| so far as concerned it, being a privileged ques\ion. 
| He wished to move a reconsideration of the vole 
| by which the House had, on Friday last. sus 
tained a decision of the Chair, bringing before 
the House a joint resolution, which had pre- 
| viously passed from under its consideration, by 
another process other than the one by which the 
_reconsidera ion had been proposed. He did no! 
_ask that the motion to reconsider should be acted 
"upon at this time, but he desired that it should be 
| entered on the Journal. : 
| £T he joint resolution was that which related '0 
the Franklin expedition, See Friday’s proceed: 


| ings. 
Tie SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, 

a motion to reconsider that vote is not in order. 
Mr. JONES. The rule of the House secures 


| 
| 
} 
! 
| 
| 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Also, the petition of John H. Pray and 71 other citizens of | 


ee 


2 ber the right to make the motion to re- 
oe on the day on which the action which it 


0 Phe succeeding legislative day. 


> ‘i bog that joint resolution back before the 
House but | desire that this motion should pre- 
yail In order that the Chair and the House may be 
relieved from . a 
ition in which that decision placed them. 
Phe SPEAKER (in reply to a remark on the 
eft of the Chair) expressed his desire that the 
ion should be disposed of. 

yesuo : 
Pir. HOUSTON rose to a question of order. 
He submitted whether it was competent for a gen- 
jeman, on an appeal from the decision of the 
Chair, to raise @ question of reconsideration? In 
oer words, did the motion to reconsider apply 
wa vote of the House on an appeal ? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it does, 
put rules out of order the motion to reconsider, 
upon entirely different ground. The rule which 
has been referred to by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, (Mr. Jones,] that it is in order to move a 
reconsideration on the day on which the vote was 
wken, or on the succeeding day, is familiar to the 
Chair. But the motion how made to reconsider is 
wied out of order, because it is not in order to 
move a reconsideration of any measure after sub- 
sequent action has been had by the House, which 
reuders it impossible for the House to reverse that 
xcuon. In the present case, subsequent action 
has been had; for the joint resolution which was 
brought before the House under the operation of 
the decision referred to, was engrossed and passed, 
and a motion to reconsider made and disposed of. 
So that, if now the decision of the Chair should 
be reconsidered, no effect could result. 
opinion of the Chair, therefore, the motion to re- 
consider the vote on the appeal is out of order, and 
cannot be entertained. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, rose to make a 
remark. 

The SPEAKER (addressing Mr. Jones) in- 
quired whether the gentleman from Tennessee ap- 
pealed from the decision of the Chair? 

Mr. JONES said he did appeal. 

Mr. McLANE said, that before the gentleman 
submitted his appeal, he (Mr. McL.) would like 
to make one inquiry—— 

Mr. JONES (interposing) inquired of the Speak- 
er, whether the appeal was debatable? 

The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, 
the appeal is debatable. 

Mr. JONES (who held the floor) said he would 
yield to the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Mc- 

Ne] for explanation or inquiry. 

Mr. McLANE said, that in connection with the 

decision which had been announced, he would re- 


I do not 


quest the Chair to state whether the motion to re- | 


consider was in order after the juoint resolution 
had been sent to the Senate? 

Mr. JONES. I understand that, and I said at 
the outset of my remarks that | did not make the 
motion to reconsider for the purpose of bringing 
back to this House the joint resoluuion which was 
passed on Friday. The motion cannot, in my 
opinion, have that effect any more than a recon- 
sideration of the vote refusing to lay the resolution 
on the table on Friday last would upon that ocea- 
sion have had the effect to bring 





Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, interposed | 


and suggested that, as some consideration of the 
question would be necessary, it would be better 
that the House should adjourn, and that the ques- 
tion should be disposed of to-morrow morning. 

A motion to that effect having been made and 
decided in the affirmative— 

The House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 


presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: 


By Mr. RISLEY : The petition of Abner Lewis and 72 
er citizens of Chautauque, New York, praying Congress | 


to repeal 
Sly of Washington or the District of Columbia. 


¢ iso, the petition of John Steward and 75 others, citizéns | 
' Chautangue, New York, praying Congress to make pro- | 


Vision by law, 


a fugiive slave j ; 
Alleged to be DB any State other than that in which he is 


the elai : 
that he to ths ehiee iat the finding of a jury 


| 
i 
i 
} 


ed to reconsider may have been taken, | 


question that a reconsideration of the i) 


| 


the awkward, not to say ridiculous, |, 








In the | 





i Jaws sustaining slavery in tre 


ull laws enueted or adopted by Congress by which | slave trade may be express! 
very or the slave trade is autuorized or sanctioned in the — in all the territories of the Ui 


held to service, he shail not be deliveredto || Burnham, ee 





| Chautauque, New York, praying that slavery and the slave 
trade may be eapressly protubited by an act o1 Congress in 
all the territories of the Untied States. 

Also, the petiuon of Jolin Robinson and 72 other citizens 
of Canutauque, New York, praying Congress that no State 
be hereatter admitted into the Union unless the constituuen 
of such State shall expressly prohibits the existence of sla- 
| very within its limits. 
| _ Also, the petition of David Cowden, of Chautauque, New 
York, praying Congress to grant bim a pension tor injuries 
received whiie in the service of his country in the late war 
with Great Britain. 

Also, eight petitions, containing the names of 500 citizens 
of Cuautswuque, New York, praying Cougress to grant an 
appropriation for the improvement of Portland harbor, on 
Lake Erie. 

Also, the petition of Charles H. Lee and 45 other citizens 
| of Chautauque, New York, praying Congress to pass a law 
allowing American-bwilt vessels, that have by any means 
become the property of foreigners to be registered in this 
country as American Vessels upon their again becoming the 
| property of American citizens. 
| By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of 
| Newport, Lake county, Illinois, prayiug Wat fugitive slaves 
may have We right of trial by jury. 

Also, the peution of citizens of Newport, Lake county, 
Tihuois, praying that no State may hereatrer be admitted into 
the Union, unless slavery is prohibited by its constitution. 

Also, the petition of the citizens of Newport, Lake 
county, Llinois, praying that slavery and the siave trade 
may be prohibited in all the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Newport, Lake county, 
Iiinois, praying for the repeal of ail laws sanctioning slivery 
in the D strict of Columbia, and in the event of non-repeal, 
the removal of the seatof Government. 

By Mr. HEBARD: The petition of Z. 8. Spear and 15 
| Others, asking for a uniform rate of pustage of two cents 
| per half ounce, on letters prepaid. 
| By Mr. BURROWS: ‘The petition of Stephen Howard, 
of Clarendon, Orleans couniy, New York, praying tor a 
grant of land, in consideration of services rendered by his 
fa her, Jonathan Howard, in the revolutionary war. 

By Mr. KOSS: The petition of 124 citizens of Lehigh 
county, Pennsylvania, praying that the duties on foreign iron 
| nay be so moditied as to prevent sudden and enormous im- 
ports of the foreign article. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The petition of Val- 
entine Sevier, of Green county, Tennessee, praying Con- 
gress to grant the said § alentine and his brother Charies Se 
| vier, compensation for the services of their father, Captain 
an Sevier, in the revolutionary struggle for indepen- 
| dence. 

By Mr. JULIAN: The petition of 37 citizens of Henry 
county, Indiana, praying Congress to provide a trial by jury 
| for persons claimed as fugitive slaves. 

Aiso, the petition of 46 citizens of the same county, pray- 
ing Congress w refuse the admiss:ou of any more slave 
States. 

Also, the petition of 34 citizens of the s«me county, pray- 
ing the abolition of all laws by which slavery or the slave 
trade is authorized in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of 57 citizens of the same county, pray- 
ing the establishment and protection of freedom in all the 
teritories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of 238 citizens of Union county, In- 
diana, praying « ongress to protect and establish freedom in 
all the territories of the United States, and to retuse the ad- 
mission of any more slave States. 

Also, the petition of 70 citizens of Indiana, with a like 

prayer. 
| By Mr. HENRY: The petition of Joon H. Campbell and | 
52 others, citizens of Rockingham, Windham county, Ver- | 
mont, praying that slavery and the slave trade may be ex 
pressiy prohibited by act of Congress, in ail the territories 
of the United States. 

Also, the peution of same and 65 others, citizens of same 
place, praying that no State be hereafter admitted into the 
Union, unless the constitution of such State shall expressly 
prohibit the existence of slavery therein. 

Also, the petition of same and 63 others, of same place, 
praying that any person arrested as a fugitive slave, in any 
| State other than that in which he is alieged to be held wo 
| service, shall not be delivered to the claimant or his agest, 
except on the finding of a jury that he is the slave of the 

claimaut. 
| Also, the petition of the same and 62 others, praying that 
| all laws sanctioning slavery and the slave trade in the Dis- 














i trict of Coiumbria be repealed; or that the seat of Govern- 
' 


| ment be renoved to a more suitable location. 
By Mr. WILMOT: The petition of 65 citizens of War- 


i] 


|| ren county, Pennsylvania, praymg that slavery and the 


|| shive trade may be prohibited in the territories of the Union. 
| Also, the petition of same, against the admissiun of any 
| more slave States into the Union. 

| Also, the petition of same, praying for the repeal of all 
istrict of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of same, praying that the right of trial 
| by jury be secured to those claimed as fugitives from labor, 
|| By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of John H. Blue and 121 
|| others, citizens of Chariton and Saline counties, Missouri, 
|, praying fora post-route from Branswick to Miami. 

{| Also, the petition of George R. Smith, praying for relief. 

|| _ Also, the petition of Mary Reeside, executrix of James 

|| Reeside, deceased, praying for relief. 

|| _ By Mr. DUER: The petition of citizens of Albion, New 

nae that no more slaveholding States be admitied into the 
nion. 

Also, two petitions of the same, that slavery and the 
prohibited by act of Congress 
tited States. 

Also, two petitions of the same, that slavery and the 
| slave trade be abolished in the District of Cotumbia.} 
Also, two petitions of the same, for a trial by jury to _per- 


that whenever a person shall be arrested as | sons arrested as fugitive slaves. 


By Mr. KING. of Massachusetts: The petition of Parker 
and 164 others, voters of tssex, Massachu- 
|| setts, for establishment of buoys and a beacon at the 
\) mouth of Essex river. 


Also, the petition of John Safford and othe s, of Beverly, 
for the bounty due on the schooner Voiney, lost at sea. 

By Mr. JACKSUN, o: Georgia: Resotutions of the Le- 
gislature of Georgia, looking Ww the establishment of post 
voutes, as follows : 

From Waresborough, in Ware county, to Centre village, 
in Camden county. 

From Waresborough to Blouwnt’s Ferry, in Florida, 

From Centre village, by Woodstock Malls, to Bt. Mary's. 

From Monticelio, Florida, to Thomasville, in ‘Thomas 
county, Georgia. 

From Eden, Effingham county, to the house of James 
Hagin, in Bulio k county. 

trom lith Station on Central Railroad to the 55th Pre- 
cinct, in Emanuel county. 

From Dublin, in Laurens county, to Jacksonville, in 
Telfair county. 

From 13th Station on Central Railroad to Sandersville, in 
Wa-hiugton county. 

Also, a petition for a mail-route from Blount’s Ferry, 
Fivrida, to Polk, in Clineh county, Georgia. 

Also. a petition for a mail-route fiom Jasper post office, 
in Florida, w Alapaba post office, in Lowndes county, 
Gen gia. 

By Mr. CALVIN: The petition of B. F. Glasgow and 40 
others, praying the establishment of a mail-route from Mill 
Creck, Huntingdon county, to Pattouville in Bedtord county, 
Pennsylvania. 

Also, the petition of H. N. MeCallis erand James T. Hall, 
and 14 others, citizens of Center county, Pennsylvania, 
praying for cheap postage. 

Also, the petuion of Robert Campbell and 59 others, of 
Center county, Pennsylvania, praying for a modification of 
the tariff of 1046. 

Also, the petition of D. H. Rayer and 46 others, of Blair 
county, praying fora modification of the tanffof 1le46, 

By Mr. DOTY: The petition of Kandall Wileox, A. M, 
Johnson, and others, for a giant of laud tor the consiruction 
of a road from Green Bay to St. Paul, in Minnesota Terri- 
wry. 

Also, the perition of Lindsey Ward, Alanson Sweet, 
George D. Donsman, and other e:tizens, of Milwaukee, for 
the passage of a law allowing American-built ve ele, Which 
may have become the property of foreigners, to be wgain 
registered in this Country on their becoming the property 
again of American ciuzeus. 

By Mr. HOUSTON: The memorial of John W. Walker, 
praying for authority to construct a floating duck at the 
Delaware breakwater, 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of J. N. Stickney and 40 
other electors of the town of Vernon, Connecticut, agaist 
the admission of any State into the Union whose consti- 
tution doe not exprexsly prohilit slavery. 

By Mr. BEALE: The petition of many citizens of Harri- 
son county, Virginia, praying the establishment of au Agri- 
cultural bureau. 

Also, the petition of Jacob Carder, for a pension. 

Also, the petition of William C. Dusenberry aud others, 
for the establishment of a post-route from Barbeursville to 
Bloomindale, all in the county of Cabell, Virginia. 





IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, -fpril 29, 1850. 


Mr. DOWNS presented a petition from the 
heirs of Josiah Davenport, asking the confirmation 
of their land titles; also, a petition from John B. 
Eddins, to the like effect, both of which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claima. 

Mr. RUSK presented the memorial of Isaac T. 
Tinsley, in relation to certain bonds held by him of 
the late Republic of Texas, asking that an act may 
be passed authorizing him to bring suit against the 
Government of the United States to establish the 
validity of his claim against the said Government, 
and, if he succeed, to recover the amount of his 
said debt, with interest; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, additional documents in relation to the 
claim of Wycke and Latham to compensation for 
extra services in transporting the mail; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. STURGEON presented eight petitions from 

citizens of different parts of Pennsylvania, asking 
a reduction of the rates of pbstage to two cents on 
all prepaid letters not exceeding half an ounce; all 
of which were referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, 
_ Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a peti- 
tion of citizens of the State of Wisconsin, asking 
the establishment of a muil-route from Monroe to 
Jefferson, in this State; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented a memorial of Thomes 
J. Godman, asking an extension of his patent for 
an improvement in the method of scalding hogs; 
which was referred to the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office. 

Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of J. 
Eppes Cowan, legal representative of the heirs cf 
Benito Vasquez, asking permission to locate a con- 
firmed Spanish land claim; which was referred to 
the Committee on Puitlic Lands. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented the pe- 

| tition of Charles A. Grignon, asking compensation 
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nin 


for hia services as an Indian interpreter; which 
was referred to the C ommittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. YULEE presented the petition of Coombs 
Greenwell, asking compensation for an injury re- 
ceived while in the performance of his duty as a 


| 


machinist atthe Navy Yard at Wasttington; which |, 
was referred to the Commyttee of Claims. \| 


Alan, documents relating to the expediency of | 
erecting a light-house at Sea-Horse Key, on the | 
coast of Florida; which was referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Commerce. 

On motion hy Mr. DOWNS, 


Ordered, That Joseph Walker have leave to withdraw his 
petition and papers. 


Mr. BRADBURY aubmitted documents rela- 
ting to the claims of the States of Vaine and Mas- | 
suchusxetts to compensation for the lands conveyed | 
by those Staves to the settlers at Madawaska, to | 
enable the United States to execute the 4th article | 
of the treaty of Angust 9, 1842, with the Govern- | 
ment of Great Britain. 

The section of the treaty of Washington under 
which the case arose, the honorable gentleman | 
read as follows: 


* Ail grants of land hertofore made by either party, with- | 
fn the limets of the territory which, by this treaty, falls with- 
in the dominions of the other party, shall be held valid, 
ratified. and confiruy d to the persons in possession under | 
such grants, to the same extent as if such territory had by | 


this treaty Callen within the dominions of the party by whom || 


such grants were made 3; anid all equitable possessory clans 
art-ing from a possession and improvement of any lot or 
parcel of land by the por-on actually in posession, or by 
these under whom sue) person claims, for more than six 
yea » before the date of this tr aty, shall, in like manner, be 
devin d valid, and be confirmed aud grauted by a release to 
the person entitled thereto, if the title to such lot or parcel 
of land, o described as best to include the improvements 
male thereon; and in all other respects, the two contract- 
ing purtes agree to deal upou the most liberal principles of 
equity with the settlers actually dwelliug upon the territory 
failing to thom respectively, which has heretorore been in 
di-pute between them.” 

The documents were referred to the Committee 


on the Judiciary. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on the Ju- | 
diciary, to whieh was referred the memorial of | 
E!:zabeth L. Blackburn, relict of the late Felix G. | 
B -aworth, a paymaster in the United States army, 
asking to be relieved from a certain judgment ren- 
dered against her as one of his sureties, submitted | 
a report, which was ordered to be printed, accom- 
panied by a bill for the relief of Elizabeth L 
Blackburn; which was read and passed to a second 
reading 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which was referred the petition | 
of Viark Bean and others, asking to be allowed | 
indemnity for certain losses sustained by them in 
their removal under the 31 article of the treaty 
with the Cherokees of the 6th of May, 1828, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill for the relief | 


of Mark Bean and Richard H. Bean, of Arkansas; |) 


which was read and passed to @ second reading. 


THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 


| 

i 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- | 
tion, which lies over one day under the rule: 
Resstleed, Tivatin all cases in which the printers to the | 
Senate tor the pre ent Congress have failed, or shall here- | 
after fail, teex cute any printing tor the Senate in due time | 
and in proper order. accord ng to their contract, then, and in | 
every such case, pastor future, itshall be the duty of the 
Svcretry of the Senate to procure such printing to be done 
inmnerdiately by some other printer or printers, and to allow | 
eueh printer or printers the prices allowed by the resolution | 


of 1819, with a d duction of twenty per centum on such |! 


prices, and te require the work to be dane by other printer | 
or printers, to be executed un the same style of workmanship 
and material which is required by the contract with the 
present printers to the Senate. 


HOUSE BILLS. 


The following bills from the House of Repre- | 
sentatives were read a firstand second time by their | 
titles, and referred to the Committee on the Post | 


An act for the relief of James S. Graham and 
Water H. Finnall; 
An act for the relief of Brown & Tarbox. 


THE SIR JOHN FRANKLIN EXPEDITION. 


The joint resolution of the House of Represent- 
atives authorizing the President of the United 
States te accept and attach to the navy two vea- 
sels offered by Henry Grinnell, Exq., of New 
York, ta be sent to the Arctic seas in search of 
Sir John Franklin and his companions, was read 
a first time by its title. 


Mr. MILLER. I think, Mr. President, that 
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| it will hardly be necessary to refer that resolution. 
If it be agreeable to the Senate, | would like to 
| have it acted upon atonce. 1 may state that the 
Committee on Naval Affairs have had this matter 
| under their consideration, and at their last meet- 
ing determined to report a resolution to the Senate 
| to-day similar to the one which has been sent 
from the House of Representatives. I hope, 
therefore, that the Senate will unanimously con- 
sent to the consideration of this resolution at the 
present time. 


|" Mr. BRIGHT. It is true that the Committee 
| on Naval Affairs have had this subject under their 


| charge; but | believe that they have been unable 
| toagree. To carry into effect this resolution will 
| involve the expenditure of a considerable sum of 
money, and that too in pursuit of an object which 
is not national in its character; not national, at 
| any rate, so far as this Government is concerned. 
| | doubt very much the propriety of passing this 


|| resolution at all—especially | doubt the propriety 


| of passing itnow. | am myself opposed to the 
| measure, and I do think it would be better that it 
| should be committed; or, at all events, that we 
| should have a fuller Senate before it is acted upon. 
| | move, therefore, that it be referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Naval Affairs. 

| Mr. MILLER. I do not know whether the 
| Senator was present at the last meeting of the 
| Committee on Naval Affairs, but it was then de- 
cided to report a resolution to-day similar to the 
| one which has just been read. [| therefore see no 
necessity for sending it back to the committee un- 
| less the Senator anxiously wishes it. 

| Mr. BRIGHT. I have no very particular anx- 
| jety aboutit. | was not aware that the committee 
| had come to any conclusion on the matter. If that 


|| ts so, itis all proper. At the time that I refer to, 


the committee were unable to agree. I will not, 
therefore, insist upon giving that direction to this 
resolution; but I object to its being considered here 
until more Senators are present. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion to re- 
fer is withdrawn There being no objection, this 
resolution will now have its second reading. 

The resolution was then read a second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Bricut, it was laid upon the 
table. 


INDIAN TREATIES. 


Mr. ATCHISON moved to postpone the prior 

orders, with a view to take up bill No. 157 on the 
calendar, to enable the President to negouate with 
the [udians of the prairies south and west of the 
Missouri tiver to the northern line of the State of 
Texas, embracing the Indians of the mountains, 
| and including those of New Mexico. 
The motion having been agreed to, the bill was 
| considered as in Committee of the Whole; and no 
amendment having been offered, it was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, and, after having 
been engrossed, was read a third ume by unani- 
mous consent, and passed. 


| 
ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD. 


Mr. DOUGLAS moved that the Senate take up 
bill No. 22, granting the right of way and making 
a donation of land to the State of Iliinois in aid of 
the construction of the Central Railroad; which 
motion was agreed to. 

The bill was read a second time, as follows: 


A BILL granting the right of way, and making a donation 
| oft land to the State of iinois, in aid of the construction 
| of the Central Ratlroad. 

| Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
| 





the United Stules of America in Congyess ussembled, Uhat 
the righto! way through the public lands ov and the same is 
| hereby granted to the State of [inois tor the construction of 
a railroad from the southern terminus of the Hlinois and 
Michigan canal to a point ator near the junction of the Olio 
| aud Mis-issippi rivers, with a branch of the same to Cini- 
| cago, on Lake Michigan ; with the right also to take neces- 
sary materials ot earth, stones, timber, &c., for the coustuc- 
| tion thereof: Provided, That the right of way shall not ex- 
| ceed one hundred feet on each side of the length thereof; 
and acepy ot the survey of said read aud branch, made 
under the dire tien of the Legista ure, shail be forwarded to 
the proper local Lind offices respectively, and to the General 
Land Office at Washington city, within ninety days after the 
completion of the same. 

Sec. 2, And he it further enacted, That a quantity of land, 
equal to alternate secuons six miles wide on each side of 
said read and branch, for the length thereof, is hereby 
granted to the State of [Minois, to be applied, under the di- 
rection of the Legislature, in the construction of the same ; 

| and the Governor of said State shall select and report said 
lands by their descriptive numbers to the proper local land 
offices respectively, and to the General Land Office at 
Washington city, according to and within six months after 
| the completion of said surveys: Provided, The construction 
| of said road shall be commenced at its southern terminus 


years from the passage of this act. 


April 29, 


at or near the junetion of the Ohio a peas 
and its northern terminus upon the Tinos ivr, 
canal simultaneously, and continaed from eq hor Michi ray 
untit completed, when said branch pond shall be en Pine 
according to the survey and location th: en 
further, That the lands h reby granted stati he 
the construction of said road and branch res 
quantities corresponding with the grant for ea pectuvely, a 
be disposed of only as the work progresses, ang a 
applied to no other purpose wh tsoever, . SHAUL be 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the United g 
shall have the right to transport their troops and m a 
of war over said road and branch free of all chan 
their mails shall be transported over the same are! and 
compensation paid for like railroad service ; Provided Usual 
the right of way and lands remaining UNdisposed of chet 
granted, shall revert to the United States, witless sin nt 
shall be commenced within two and finished within 
0 


Ovid 





The bill was then considered as in C 
of the Whole, the pending question being on th 
following substitute reported from the Comain, 
on Public Lands: ” 


Strike out all after the enacting clause, 
fol owing: 

That the right of way through the public lands 
same is hereby granted to the State of Mlinois tor typ en 
struction of a railroad from the southern terminus of the 
Hlineis and Michigan canal to a point at or near ihe iu ” 
tion of the Olio and Mississippi rivers, with a branch Stee 
same to Chicago, on Lake Micligu, and anotie = 
town of Galena, in said State, wiki the right also to tak 
necessary materials of earth, stenes, timber, &e., for py. 
ecoustruction thereof; Provided, That the right ot way shal 
not exceed one hundred feet on each side of the brug 
thereof, and a opy of the survey of said road and brancie 
made under the direction of the Legislature, shall be for 
warded to the proper local land offices respectiv ty, aud ip 
the General Land Offic at Washington city, within hinety 
days ater the compl-tion of the same. . 

Sec.2. And be ut further enucted, ‘That there be ang js 
hereby granted to the State of [Hlinois, for the purpose of 
aiding in making the railroad and branches aforesa a, every 
alternate section of land de-ignated by even numbers, fi 
rix sections in width on each side of sa d road and brane), 
es; b tin case it hall appear that the United States juve 
when the line or route of said road and branches is de fiyiiely 
fixed by the authority aforesaid, sold any part of any sectiog 
bere by granted, or that the rightof preémption has atiacie; 
to the same, then it=hall be lawful tor any agent or agenis 
to be appointed by the Governor of said State, to select, 
subject to the approbation of the Seeretary of the Iuerior, 
for the purpose aforesaid, of the lands remaining w the 
United States in said sections, one-hall thereof in alternate 
parts, so far as may be practicable. And said agent o 
agent: may, subject to the approval aforesaid, select fry 
the lands of the United States most contiguous to the tier of 
sections above specified, so much land tn alternate sections 
or parts of sections as shall be equal to such lands as tie 
United States have sold, or to whien the right of pr éuprion 
has attached as aforesaid, which lands, being equal in quan- 
uty to one-half of six -ections in width on each side of sad 
road aud branches, the State of Mlinois shall have and hoid 
toand for the use and purpose atoresaid: Proviled, ‘Ive 
coustruction of said road shall be commenced at its souh- 
ern terminus, at or nearthe junction of he O cio and Mise 
sissippi tiv rs, and its northern terminus upon the [hinvis 
avd Michigan canal simultaneousiy, and con inued from 
each of said points until completed, when said branch toods 
shall be constructed according to the survey and location 
thereof: Provided further, That the lands hereby granied 
shall be applied in the construction 0 said road and bravch- 
es respectively, in quantit es corresp wding with the grant 
for each, and shall be disposed of only as the work pro- 
gressex, and shall be applied tono other purpose whatsvever. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enucted, That the sections and 
parts of sections of land which, by such grant, shall remain 
to the United Stites, within six miles on each side of said 
road and branches, shall not be sold for less than double the 
minimum price of the public lands when sold. 

See, 4. And be it further enacted, That the said lands 
hereby granted to the said State shalt be subject to the dis. 
posal of the Legi-lature thereof, for te purposes aforesaid 
and no other ; and the said railroad and brauches shall be and 
remain a publichighway, for the use of the Government of 
the United States, free from toll or other charge, upon the 
transportation of any property or troops of the United 
States. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That if the said railroad 

shall not be completed within yeara, the said State of 
IMinois shall be bound to pay to the United States the 
amount which may be received upon the sale of any partof 
said lands by said State, the title to the purchasers undet 
said State 1 mating valid ; and the title 10 the residue of 
snid ands shall reinvest in the Onited States, to have and 
hold the same in the same manner as if this act had uol 
been passed. 
Sec. 6. And he it further enacted, That the United States 
mail shall at all times be transported on said railroad, wot 
the direction of the Po-t Office Department, at a reasonable 
price; and in case of a disagreement between the State and 
ihe Post Office Department, the matter in diff: rence shail be 
referred to the United States district judge for the districto! 
Illinois. 


Mr. BUTLER. [| do not rise with any expect 
ation that my opposition to this bill will be avail 
able; |-ut 1 wish to inquire of the honorable Sen 
tor from Illinois how many such bills, or bills 
similar to the one under consideration, have beet 
phesented to the committee? I hear of many bills 
of a similar character, and I presume the gen!le 
man can give me the information as to the nut 
ber of bills of this kind. ; 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, 1 am really 
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ble to answer the question of the honorable 
as to the number of bills of this kind. I 
om introduced one other, not relating to my own 
wd put wo the Territory of Minnesota, and that 
e sn only one of this character of which I know 
. thing. ‘There have been several bills intro- 
Sal at different times; this bill was introduced 
ie years 820, and argued at length here in the 
guate. The Senate amended it by putung on a 
voss-road, to Cross the State in another direction, 
“ making the road nearly double its length. 
This bill has once passed the Senate by a vote of 
jirty-four to eleven; but it failed in the other 
jouse, on the last night of the last session, by 
oye or two votes only. I have now renewed the 
jill, with a proposition for one road, as it was 
orginally, from the north to the south, granting 
siernate sections of land, and doubling the price 
of the other alternate sections. 1 do not wish to 
gtany additions to it; for | do not wish to ask 
for but one road, and the preposition is to raise 
he price of th alternate sections not granted to 
ihe State; SO that the treasury will lose nothing 
by the grant i do not deem it necessary to argue 
this question, a8 it was mosi fully argued two 
years ago, and was passed after full debate. 
“Mr. DAWSON. 1 should like to be informed, 
as it is the first bill of the kind that has come up 
during my term of congressional service, what 
wader of miles in length this road is to be, and 
ihe number of acres of land which it is contem- 
jated to appropriate by this bill, in order that | 
may act understandingly on the subject. 


Genator 


of the public money for purposes of internal im- 
rovement, for the benefit of a State; and hence it 
in my judgment, entering upon an important 
question, which I desire thoroughly to understand 
before | commit myself for or against the meas- 
ure. The amendment | have not seen, and have 
only heard it read at the desk this morning. At 
aproper time, when this subject shall come up 
fora final vote, L may desire to be heard more 
fully upon it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will state that the road is 
the entue jength of the State from north to south, 
fom Cairo to Galena, which is not tar from four 
hundred ules, though rather under, | think. The 
bil. proposes to grant the land in alternate sections, 
increasing the price of the other sections to double 
the mimimum price. Lt is following the same sys- 
tem that was adopted in reference to improvements 
of a similar character in Ohio, Indiana, Alabama, 
lowa, Wisconsin, and Ilhtinois in reference to her 


canal, tis simply carrying outa principle which | 


has been acted upon for thirty years, by which 
you cede each alternate section of land, and double 
the price of the alternate sections not ceded, so 
that the same price is received for the whole. 
These lands have been in the market from fitteen 
tothirly years; the average time is about twenty- 
three years; but they will not sell at the usual 
price of one dollar and a quarter per acre, because 
they are distant from any navigable stream ora 
market for produce. A railroad will make the 
lands saleable at double the usual price, because 
the improvement made by the State will make 
them valuable. It 1s an old practice, long sanc- 
tioned by the Government. 

Mr. DAWSON. My question has not been 
answered as to the number of acres. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 have not made the calcula- 
tion, but any one can estimate it easily. 

Mr. DAWSON. If six miles are to be given 
on each s.de in alternate sections, we shall have a 
strip of land, or what is equal to a strip of land, 
six miles wide and four hundred miles long. This 
will amount to a very large number of acres. 

hat we want to settle now 13, whether Congress 
Will take upon itself the business of Jevying a tax 
of ahundred per cent., in this indirect manner, 
Upon all this land, merely for the purpose of 
Carrying on a work of internal improvement in a 
Particular State. Or, in other words, the question 
's,shall the settler on the public lands be taxed 
double the usual price of the lands before he shall 

permitted to settle upon them, in order that he 
may be made to pay the expense of building this 
rulroad? “hat will be the question when we 
come to discuss this bill finally, and | am not now 
Prepared to enter upon it. 

Mr. KING. | am not now going to enter into 
any discussion with respect to the granting of land 
for works of internal improvement. When that 


1 can- | 
not but consider it equivalent to an appropriauon | 





; 





| Ueman from Georgia upon this subject. 
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subject comes up, I shall be prepared to give my | to the States, to be given to actual settlers at the 
views—differing, as | suppose | do, from the gen- |) cost only of surveying it, and [ have brought in a 


I am 
desirous of giving every facility that can appro- 


|| priately be afforded to these new States in making 


works of internal improvement, to give value to 
the public lands, and afford facilities to carry the 
produce of the States to a market. 
minates at Cairo, on the Ohio river. 
was granted by the States of Mississippi and Ala- 


This road ter- | 
A charter | 


i} 


bama to a railroad company to construct a railroad | 


from the city of Mobile, to terminate at this same 
point; so that, if the railroad is completed, there 
will be a continuous railroad communication from 
the Gulf to the extreme lint of the State of Iili- 
Of the great advantages of such a commu- 
nication it is hot now necessary to speak. 
entleman who knows anything of the States of 
fennessee and Kentucky, can estimate for himself 
the immense advantages of such a railroad. The 


Every | 


portion of country in the States of Mississippi and | 
Alabama, through which the road is to puss, is, | 


generally speaking, barren and unpreductive. The 
lands throughout these States have been in the 
market from fifteen to thirty years, and some of 
them considerably more. 
the lands they are of no value, and can never be 


Owing to the nature of | 


of any value at the present prices, unless some | 


direct communication by railroad, ur some other | 


way, is made, ‘That will give value to the land, 
without which itisof no value. My object, how- 
ever, in rising 1s, before the question is taken upon 
the amendment, to propose an amendment, as an 
additional section, so as to include that portion of 
the road trom the Ohio river, extending the same. 
grants and privileges as are granted in the bill of 
the Senator from lilinois. ‘The amendment | pro- 
pose is as follows: 


Sec. 7, And be it enucted, §c., That, in order to aid in the 
continuation of sand Ceutral rauroad trom tie mouth of the 


aud habilities hereiubelore countered on the State o Lito, 
shall be granted Wo the States of Alabama aud Mi-sissijpi 
respectively, for the purpose of aldiig tm the construction of 
aradroad fiom the said city of Mobile te a point near the 


mouth Of the Oluo river; aud that dhe public tands of the | 


United States, to the same Xteat im proportion to Une length 
of the road, on Uke same term-, limitations, and resuicuons, 


bill to that effect. The Senator trem Massachu- ~ 
setts also (Mr. Wesster] has offered a reseiution 
of a similar character, and she Senator from Hianeis 
[Mr. Doveras] has mtreduced a bill to grant these 
lands tn lnmated quantities to actual settlers. There 
is a feeling in favor of this throughout the coun- 
try, and this reform seems to be demanded. Now, 
if we grant this amount of land, instead of sellin 
the remaining land at the usual price, it is casita 
to increase the price to double what it was before, 
bam opposed to it. Lam willing to vote for this 
bill, if that provision is stricken out. My honor- 
able colleague has introduced a similar bill for a 
grant of land in Wisconsin, and his bill likewise 
proposes an increase of the price of the land not 
ceded, 

| shall make a similar motion when that bill 
comes up, and shall Go it with the assured feeling 
that my constituents will sus'ain my action; for I 
am pretty confident that, after the experience they 
have had with regard to the Rock river and Lake 
Michigan canal, they will not be willing to be 
taxed a hundred per cent. more than the present 
price of the lands tor-the purpose of Luilding this 
road. | know the character of the country through 
which this road is to pass in Ul neis The lands 
have been a long time in the market; but, if a 


grant of alternate sections is made to the State, 


| have no doubt the road will be made, and the 
lands reserved for the Goverument will be rapidly 
seld for a dellar and a quarter an acre, and the 
funds willcome into your treasury. But, if the 
price is increased, the sume difficulties will arise, 


|) and the advantages will net be sufficient to bring 


] 


in every respect, shall be and is hereby granted tu said 


States of Aiabama aud Mississippi, respective ly. 


Mr. WALKER. I desire to ask the Senator 
from Illinois whether 1 is proposed that this road 
shall be cons:ructed by companies or by the State? 

Mr. DO.GLAS. That can be answered in 
This road was begun by the 
State of [ilinvis in 1536, and about a miilion of 
dollars were expended upun it by the State, Sub- 
sequently, the state letittoa company. The com- 
pany failed to go on with the work, and executed a 


j 


the land into the market at the increased price, 
I believe it is the policy of the Unned States, that 
| this should be stricken out. | know wis the pol- 
icy of the Sate of Lilinois, and | know that ut ia 
in consonance with the views of the people of the 
United States, who are settling the wesiern lands, 
| | shall therefore move that as an amendment, as 
soon a8 this amendment is disposed of, 

Mr. BUTLER. Do! understand the Senetor 
from Himois as desiring to press a vote upon this 
bill to-day. 

Mr. DUUGLAS. I suppose the vote had better 

be tken to-day. It isa bill that has been pend- 
ing for two years, and has undergone a very thor- 

/ough discussion, and | conceive that immediate 
acuion upon it will not be out of place. 

| Mr. BUTLER. 1 do not propose to go into a 

| discussion of the many questions involved in the 
bill; for, after the prolonged debates we have had 

| heretofore upon the principle upon which it 16 


|| based, such a course on my part woule perhaps 
release of their charter back to the State again; su |) be a work of supererogation. 


This bill, however, 


that it has now become a State work again. ‘This || has not been examined by any one, as fir as Lt 
grant js to be made to the Suue of Illinois, as a | 


State work, disconnected with any company what- 
ever. 
Mr. WALKER. 
grant which the bill proposes, but | am opposed 
tw the furm in which it is proposed to make it. I 


mit, for the reason that there 1s an amendment to || 


an amendment pending. I shall, however, move 
to strike out all that partof the bill which propuses 
to increase the price of the alternate sections to 
two dollars and a half per acre, because | deem it 
unjust that this principle should be enacted by 
Congress. 

The route, it is said, will be about four hundred 
miles in length, and the grant will be equivalent 
to astrip of land six miles wide throughout the 
whole length, or «ne muiihon five hundred and 
thirty-six thousand acres of land. On an equal 
amount of land it 1s proposed to mcrease the price 
to double the usual Government price. Ltamuunts, 
then, to a tx upon the actual settlers to that 
amount, in order to build this road. This is one 
of the greatest embarrassments to the settlement 
of the new States. | know of nothing that would 
embarrass the settlement of these States more than 
increasing the price of the public lands. We know 
that it is almost universally said now that the price 
is too high; and yet we propose to double that 
price, and thus double the embarrassment of set- 
tlement. If Government ts going w Le generous, 
let it be generous; but let it not speculate upon its 
ows lands at the expense of those who are tv sete 
upon them. ; 

{ am in favor of granting the whole of this land 


} 


| 


I am not opposed to the || 


1} 
cannot now submit the mouon which | shall sub- | 


| 
| 
| 





| 
| 


know, except by the commitice of the honorable 


|| Senator,@who is a friend to the bili; and, of course, 


| if he thinks it right, it is his duty to advocate ut. 
The Senator from Wisconsin (Mr. Warxer] 
| goes upon the ground that by this bill we should 
make a donation of the public lands to the Siate 
of Hiinois—an open donauon, unembarrassed tb 
any restriction. The Senator from Ilinow (Me. 
| Doveras]} regards the United States somewhat as 
| a proprietor that may give away one section pro- 
| vided that will raise the value of the remainder, 
| making the United States a proprietor in one point 
| of view. The Senator from Wisconsin ts in favor 
| of an open grant, withoutany restrictions. La one 
| point of view these two propositions amount to the 
| same thing. They each propose, in effect, to give 
| between one and two millions of duliars to the Sate 
| of Iilinois, for the purpose of aiding in the sug- 
| gested improvement. The portion of land contem- 
| plated in this cession is six miles wide and some 
| four hundred miles in length, which will amount 


|, to twenty-four hundred square miles; and that 


| 


/ amount, multiplied by six hundred and forty, will 
| give a total of about one miliion five hundred thou- 


| sand acres, being equivalent to a donauon of nearly 


| two millions of dollars, which amount would ac- 
crue from the sale of the land. 
| The Senator from Wi-consin frankly says he 
| prefers that this should be a gift; that the United 
| Suites should not conunue in the relation of a pro- 
| prietor, but that it should be an open grant, giving 
| in effect two or three millions to the State of Himois 
to make internal improvements. Well, sir, 1 must 
say that it does appear very strange to me that the 
very ciass of politicians who rise up and denounce, 








846 


in no measured terms, in conformity with the 
principles of the Baltimore plat‘orm, any general 
systemof internal improvement, should be so ver 





sections of the Union which they represent. 


ment carried out, | wou 
should have a system looking to the benefit of all 





tion or sections. But, sir, lam not in favor of 
etther system, because | have constitutional diffi- 








i 
1} 


| 


| 


culties on the subject of giving the public lands or || 


the proceeds thereof for a general, much lesa a lo- 
cal system of internal improvements. 

But, sir, | did not intend to say this much upon 
the subject at this time. IL would, however, re- 
mark, that if the Senator from LUlinois intends to 


press a vote upon this bill to-day, I shall feel it | 


i} 
j 
i} 


'| thought it was, and I have therefore no kind of 


1 
1 
| 


ii 
| 


my duty to state more at length the objections | || 
have tu iis passage, though I am scarcely prepared || 


to do so at this time. 


L know very well that the || 


States of Mississippi and Alabama have interests | 


connected with the passage of this bill, and I be- 


|| proportion of the public domain. 


lieve that the Senator from Arkansas (Mr. Bor- || 
LAND] has a bill also in some way connected with || 
it; and therefore [ have not the least idea that || 


any opposition made by a Representative of one | 
of the “told thirteen’? States will be successful, 


but I certainly feel it my duty to stand up and || 


make what objections [ can to bills of this kind. 
Mr. CASS. 


|| now. 
| earnestly hope that the Senator || 


from Alabama will not press his amendment to the || 


present bill. For one, sir, | desire to vote for the 


principal bill, and then for the amendment pro- || 


posed in a separate bill. 


cult @bjections to the association of these two || 


measures. 


[ think that each had better stand by | 
itself, 


You will, by attaching this amendment to | 


I have serious and diffi- | 


the bill, provide for carrying his railroad through || 


the States of Tennessee, Kentucky, Alabama, and | 


Mississippi; and, sir, with equal propriety, you || 


might attach an amendment providing for the ex- 
tension of the railroad into every State in the | 
Union. Sir, let us take the measures on their | 
own peculiar merits—let each stand upon its own | 
foundation. Ido not perceive any difficulty with 

respect to the power of Congress which some gen- | 
tlemen feel on this subject. The Senator from 
South Carolina and myself have contested the 
principle involved in this bill several times. Sir, 
there is a fundamental difference between the prin- 
ciple of this bill and the Government carrying on | 
a system of internal improvement. 
proposition tn this bill that the Government should | 
Dita the road; there is no assumption of authority | 
within the jurisdiction of the States for that pur- | 
pose whatever. That point, therefore, is wholly | 
out of view. The jurisdiction is left egtirely to | 
the States to do as they please; to make the road | 
or leave the road unmade. What, then, is the | 
reason why we should make such an appropria- | 
tion? To my mind, sir, the reason is manifest. 
In all the new portions of the United States this 
Government owns a large proportion of the prop- 
erty. They sell it. They offer it for sale. It is 
surveyed, thrown into market, and emigration is 
invited. Tract after tract is sold, roads are made, 
villages and towns are built up, and all the im- 
provements that can be of value to a country go 
on and increase the value of the lands, and you 
sit and do nothing, | want to know if this Gov- | 
ernment, being a great land owner, is to do noth- 
ing? Civil government is there maintained by the 
people, roads are maintined by the people, all that | 
constitutes civil society is maintained by the peo- | 
ple; and yet, when they come here and ask for an | 
appropriation of land, you fall back and ask the 
cash value, Sir, there is not a Government on 
the face of the globe that would do that. You 
ask ua, the proneers of the settlement, to go there 
and spend our lives in raising the country from a 
wilderness—a wilderness bowing before the in- 
dustry of man, without which it would be worth- 
less—and you sit and do nothing. 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


j 
| 
j 
} 
1 
| 
| 


| 


There is no || 





Why shoald you not pay your reasonable pro- | 
portion, as owners of this land, towards its im- | 
provement and settlement, leaving the question of | 
jurisdiction to the States respecuvely? From the | 
foundation of the Government—from General | 
Washington’s day—this has been done. Whenl 


was but a lad, a road was made from Wheeling to | 


Limestone, under General Washington’s admin- | 
istration. This was the first that ever crossed the | 
Ohio. No man ever seriously doubted that the 


willing Lo continue in force a system of local inter- || Government, in the character of a land-owner, | 
nal improvements which will benefit the particular | has a right to aid in building roads through its | 
If 1 || own lands, to render those lands more valuable. | 
may be allowed to use the term, this course of pro- | But there is another difficulty in this matter. This | 
cedare, it appears to me, is an inconsistent one. | amendment, if I understand it, gives the right of 
Sir, if we areto have a system of internal improve- || way fora railroad through two States, where the 
if prefer, for one, that we || Government does not own a foot of public land. 
| 


Mr. KING. To what States does the Senator 


parts of the Union, and not of any particular sec- || refer? 


Mr. CASS. To Tennessee and Kentucky. 

Mr. KING, With those States the amendment 
has nothing todo. it refers merely to the States 
of Alabama and Mississippi. 

Mr. CASS. It is more restricted, then, than I 


objection to it, except that | would prefer it as a 
separate measure, and not as a part of this bill. 

it will be recollected that most of the older of 
the new States—Onuio, Indiana, and some others— 
have received much larger grants of the public 
lands upon this principle than any of the other 
States. Each State comes forward for its fair 
L believe there | 
has already been published and laid upon our 
tables a document showing the amount which 
each State has received; and justice, as well as 
equity, requires that the new States should receive 
their proportion. 

Mr. President, | am not going into this subject | 
I merely rose to state my difficulties with 
respect to the amendment. If itis brought in as 
a separate bill, 1 shall vote for it. 

Mr. KING. Mr. President, while I concur with 
much that has been said by the honorable Senator 
from Michigan, with regard to the duty of this | 
Government towards the new States; while | con- 
cur with him that there is no constitutional diffi- 
culty in the way of making grants of this sort, | 
must confess that the honorable Senator has taken 
ground in opposition to my amendment that is not | 
at all tenable. The road, to which my amend- 
ment proposes to grant lands in Mississippi and 
Alabama, is to all intents and purposes the same 
road except that it passes through two other States. 
The road contemplated to be constructed through 
Illinois touches the Ohio river at Cairo. ‘The road, 
as Chartered by the States of Alabama and Missis- 
sippi, touches that river on the eastern bank, im- 
mediately opposite. Itis, therefore, a continuation 








| of the same road; and hence it is that | have offered 


this amendment. If it had been a different road, 
not connected with this Illinois road, | should not 
have proposed the amendmént. 1 repeat again, 
that the same reasoning that will apply to the pro- 
priety of granting lands for the construction of a 
road in Illinois, applies with equal, and | may say 
with greater force to the construction of a road in 
Mississippi and Alabama. 

Sir, the lands in Iilinois have been in the market 
alength oftime. They have value because of their 
productiveness. Not so with the lands through 
which the road is to pass in Mississippi and Ala- 
bama. Those lands are known to be worthless, 
so far as culuvation is concerned. They have good 
timber upon them, to be sure, but that is also val- 
weless unless there be some mode by which ii can 
be transported to market. The opening of this 
road will increase the commercial facilities of the 
country, increase the value of the lands through 
which it passes, and cause them to be brought into 
market at something like a fair price. 

Sir, | do not agree with the Senator from Wis- 
consin, that it is not right to add an additional price 
to the lands reserved, because their value will be 
increased by the road which is made in part by the 
liberality of the Government. The purchaser 
has no right to complain, therefore, that he gives 
$2.50 for lands which, without these improve- 
ments, would not be worth $1 25, but for which, 
if they were in the hands of private individuals, he 
would have to pay $4, or $5, per acre. 

I do not wish to detain the Senate atall. This 
is a subject that has been discussed here time and 
again. As regards our constitutional power on 
this subject, we have always drawn a distinction | 
between appropriations out of the Treasury direct, | 
and the right of the Government to dispose of the 
public domain for the internal improvements of the 
States, so that the part not so disposed of will be 
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| it on constitutional grounds. 


| showing, that appropriations of this 


| on account of any constitutional 
| know, sir, that the late President 


the remainder. We have mad a 
for the removal of the raft on the Red ee eristions 


opposed that? Not my friend f, Liver, Who 
lina, [Mr. Butter.] No (we Saag hag Caro. 


I know t ’ 
lamented colleague of my friend ious Sona 
f- 


olina did not entertain the constitutio 

that the honorable Senator has ny 
morning. Far fromit. He, with me, ion 
distinction between an appropriation of 9 ™ 
of the public domain for works of this sort ae 
appropriation of money out of the Treasury | 
have mentioned this fact merely for the Panes > 


. Sort, for 
AVE passed wit) 
being entertained 
difficulty, 


: j of the Uni 
States, in his celebrated veto message, took . 


ground that it was unconstitutional to rant 1) 
$ ne the 
public domain. For atime, that doctrine met With 
support in the House of Representatives, by; no, 
in the Senate; because here, during the last tate 
sessions, as gentlemen well know, we have passed 
bills of a similar character, They failed in the 


North, South, East, and West, 
great unanimity; no opposition 


| other House, because many gentlemen felt unwiii. 


ing to place themselves in opposition to that Veto 
message. I myself thought the message Wrong in 
that particular, and I so stated to the Presiden: 
himself. I still entertain the same Opinion, 

I am desirous of giving—what I think just! 
due to the new States—some little advantave jn 
the construction of works of this kind, becayse 
we have given up much to the General Govern. 
ment. Sir, the very States to which the honora. 
ble Senator opposes the giving of these grayis 
because connected with the Illinois road, surren, 
dered the right of taxing the public domain uni 
five years after itis sold. In this way these States 
never drew a dollar from taxes on the public do. 
main until five years after they came into the pos. 
session of private individuals—thus crippling their 
resources, producing embarrassment, and prevent: 
ing them from making any works of internal im. 
provement. And now, when we ask for these re. 
fuse lands, which have never been culiivated, 
merely for the purpose of giving facilities of trans. 
portation to market, which will give some degree 
of value to them, we are met by the objection that 
this is an immense grant—that it is a great quanii- 
ty of land. Well, sir, itis a great quantity; butit 
will be there for five hundred years; and unless some 
mode of the kind proposed be adopted, it will never 
command ten cenis. It is not susceptible of being 
cultivated; and no man would spend his labor upon 
barren soil, when he can get good land. 

I trust that the amendment which I have offered 
will prevail. The general principles of the bill | 
think good and correct. When the bill comes to 
its third reading, it will be in the power of my hon- 
orable friend and others to discuss the principle. 
But [ trust they will allow amendments to be 
made, so that the bill may be perfected. Such is 
my disposition, and I presume it is that of the 
Senator from Illinois. It will be time enough to 
decide the constitutional question when the bill 
is passed to its third reading. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. President, I wish to 
make one remark in relation to a suggestion made 
by the Senator from Alabama. He says he dif- 
fers with me with regard to the increase of the 
price of the reserved lands; and he differs because, 
as he says, it is proper that the price should be 
increased as the value is increased by a road being 
made through the land by the liberality of the 
Government. Pray, sir, what liberality is exer- 
cised by making a grant of this sort? Does the 


| Government grant anything? Not one penny is 


increased in value, or as a great land owner would | 


dispose of part of his own landa for the benefit of 


granted, because upon just as many acres as Con 
gress gives away it doubles the price, so that con- 
sequently as much money is received from the 
land as would have been received if none was 
given away. How does this operate? It is pro- 
posed by this bill to grant one million five hundred 
and thirty-six thousand acres, being one-half the 
land on the route of the road. It is proposed \ 
double the price of the other half, so that the actual 
settlers will have to pay $1,920,000 additions! 
price for these lands. 

But let me call the attention of the Senate 
another fact. If this principle is to obtain, another 
principle must go into the bill. That is, that the 
price of the lands which are ted must be it 
creased also. If this were not done, the lanis 
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by the 
b 

ror bviats competition at a less price, you || 
tons got to increase to the same amount the price | 
the lands you grant to the State of Illinois. It || 
: iain that If one million five hundred and thirty- 
e thousand acres, at $2 50 an acre, come in com- 
7 ‘ition with the same amount of land of the same 
eat a less price, say $1 25 an acre, it ". 
y 
his proposed increase in the price of the re- 
erved lands, you tax the settlers to the amount of 
340,000. This is liberality with a vengeance! | 


. “ 


| 

valu 
| 

| 

‘This is increasing the value of your lands through | 
iI 


not be sold, or your land will be undersold. 


iheliberality of the Government in a queer kind of 
yay! You increase the price of this land, by 
joubling it, $3,840,000. Who ix to pay this 
ymount for the construction of this road? It is | 
he man whose enterprise leads him to the West, | 
yho desires to occupy a portion of the western 
country as his home. It is he, sir, who will have 
to pay this. It is an embarrassment upon the | 
settlement of the country, and one which, if pos- 
sible in our action here, we ought to obviate. 

| shall, consequently, persist in one of two 
propositions. If I fail in having that part of the 
pill striken out, I shall move (or if | do not, | 
hope it will be moved by some one else) that the 
lands granted to the State shall not be sold ata || 
jess price than those reserved by the Govern- 


| 


ment. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I have observed a defect 
in the bill which I regard as in direct conflict with 
the principle upon which it is advocated. I un- 
derstand the Senators from Illinois and Michigan 
toadvocate the bill upon the principle that the | 
Government is a great proprietor of lands through || 
which this road will pass, and that, as a prudent || 
proprietor, it can make a grant of a portion of | 
these lands, and thereby increase the value of the 
residue. I think that is the principle which has || 
been distinctly stated by both gentlemen. Now, | 
inthe second section of the amendment, the bill || 
provides that where lands have been already sold || 





along the line, other lands shall be granted to sup- | 
ply the deficiency. 

Mr. KING, (in his seat.) They are to be adja- | 
cent lands. | 

Mr. BRADBURY. If, for instance, on any || 
portion of the route, one half of the lands have | 
been sold by the Government, the bill authorizes | 
the selection of the other half elsewhere. I would 
like to know what lands, then, the Government 
has which, as a prudent proprietor, it will have 
increased in value? 

Mr. KING. In authorizing the taking of un- 
sold lands elsewhere, when it cannot be obtained 
directly on the road, the bill still requires that 
they shall be adjacent to the sections along the 
road. It is not to be taken all along the road, as | 

} 
i 





sections. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Are they confined to the | 
lands within six miles of the road ? 

Mr. KING. They are confined to lands adja- || 
cent. When the section along the road is sold, | 
then the lands adjacent are to make up the defi- | 
clency, 

Mr. BRADBURY. Are they confined to lands | 
adjacent to the road, or to the Jands which have 
been sold ? 


aa KING. To the lands which lave been | 
sold, 


the Senator seems to suppose, but in alternate | 


Mr. BRADBURY. Very well; then I under- | 
stand that, where the lands are sold, they can | 
lake other lands adjacent to those six miles; and | 
that comes clearly within the objection I have | 
named, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The quantity of land to be | 
granted is equal to the alternate sections of six | 
miles, and is all of it to be selected in alternate sec- | 
tions. If they cannot be procured in the six | 
miles, they can go on seven or eight miles, until | 
they get the requisite quantity, still taking it in | 
alternate sections. So that the principle laid down | 
of increasing the value of the land applies to each | 
case, whether the selection is within six, or eight, |) 
Or nine miles. | 

Mr. BRADBURY. The explanation of the | 
Senator does not relieve the bill at all from the ob- | 
Jections | have urged. If the lands have been | 
sold, then the selection is to be made from other | 

mot upon the road, but quite remote from 


fm 
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company might come in competition | the road, and so remote that I think the principle | Therefore, I differ materially from the Senator, 
ah those of the Government. If the alternates || upon which the bill is advocated cannot fairly ap- || and find this bill strongly commended to my ap- 
¥ the Government are to be increased | piy. There could be no reasonable objection, I i proval,on the ground that no money is: actually 
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| is, that it would be a dangerous practice to adopt, 


| upon which | could feel satisfied to act. 


think, to striking out that portion of the bill which || bestowed by the United States, and that no pecu- 
authorizes the selection of lands elsewhere, when | niary loss is actually to be suffered by it. 
they have been sold along the road. The bill), In relation to the objection stated by the Sena- 


grants more than a million and a half of acres of || tor from Maine, (Mr. Bravsury,] who talks 


land, and grants them to the State for the purpose |) about our not being su™ ntly informed in regard 


| of constructing this road, without any definite lo- |) to the country through «4.:h this road is to pass: 


cation of the road, and without that accurate inform- || why, the bill is introduced upon the same ore- 


ation which, it appears to me, we ought to have || sumption, which applies to all other measures, that 
when bills of this character are presented. 


é : We || all of us are tolerably well acquainted with the 
ought to have before us evidences of the extent of || country in which we live; that all have studied the 


the road, of the character of the country through | geography of our own country; that we all know 
which it passes, and ali that which could be got || a little of the value of the public domain in differ- 
to show a prudent proprietor that he would be | ent parts of the Republic; and that every Senator 
benefited by such a grant. and member of the House feels it to be his duty, 
There is another objection which applies to the | seasonably, in good time, and before a measure 
amendment of the Senator from Alabama, and that || is pressed for consideration here, to inform himself 
thoroughly in regard to all the facts in connection 

that of connecting bills of this character together. || with it. Now, in this particular case, [ understand 
It is obvious that several bills of this character, | all this information to have been afforded and to 
being connected, might command a majority in | have been given to the Senate through a most 
Congress, when neither of them could alone. «1 | responsible medium. The Senator who sits on 
am not prepared to say what are the facts as to || my left [Mr. Kine] has etated, in the hearing of 
the merits of the proposed grants in Alabama or |; the Senate, all the actual local facts existing in the 
Illinois; for we have not the informatien before us |, case. He described the nature and character of 
the country, on authority which no wan will 
Mr. FOOTE. If I understand the Senator from || undertake to gainsay, his own personal knowledge. 
Maine correctly, if this bill had been so framed | 1 think the Senator from Maine, if he has not 


| originally as to embrace the whole course of the || examined the subject thoroughly himself, ought at 


road, the objection he pressed at the conclusion of 


) least to be willing to rely on the positive state- 
his remarks would not have becn entertained ? 


ments of those of his associates in this Chamber 


Mr. BRADBURY, (in his seat.) Not at all. 

Mr. FOOTE. It so happens that only a por- || 
tion of this road was taken into consideration in 
the original draughting of this bill. Subsequently, 


| who profess to be fully informed in regard to it. 


Mr. BRADBURY. As the Senator is so well 


informed on the subject, I desire to know what 


portion of the land along the line of the road has 


the remaining portion of the road—thai is, that |! been sold, and on what portion of the line the 
part of the route lying between the Ohio river and ‘| sales have been made, and how generally it will 
Mobile—has been taken into consideration by the || be necessary to resort to the provision which re- 


|| Senator who has offered this amendment, and he |’ quires the selection of the land to be made off from 


proposes to do precisely the same thing along that 
route which is proposed to be accomplisned by 
the original bill, as to the more northerly part of 
the route. 
the Senator can object to the amendment, if not to 
the original bill. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Ido. 

Mr. FOOTE. Not on this ground, though. 
The Senator says he objects to uniting these two 
measures, I say that the objection he urges does 
not lie; for, if the amendment be adopted, it is in 
fact but one measure, and it will produce a most 


beneficial influence along the whole course of the || 


road. The Senator from Wisconsin (Mr. Waker] 
objects on the ground that the Government actually 
will not give anything, even if this bill be adopted 


in its present form, because, he argues, the remain- || 


ing lands will sell for as much money as would 
the whole of the land, if none of it had been be- 
stowed. 

Mr. WALKER. If the whole were sold? 

Mr. FOOTE. ‘That is to say, the lands will 
sell for more if the grant is made, and the Govern 
ment thereby be the gainer. And I dare say it 
will be, ina pecuniary point of view. 
is not true that the Government is not a donor to 
the extent of the alternate sections of land. The 


‘| truth of the matter, it seems to me, is obvious. 


The Government bestows with one hand and gains 
in the other. It bestows liberally and gains liber- 
ally. Itis more than compensated for its liberality. 
Now, [ cannot understand how the Senator will 


| establish his position that the Government gives 


nothing. Is he willing to say that he who bestows 
charity gives nothing because he derives no in- 


crease therefrom beyond a moral compensation far || 


1 do not understand, therefore, how || 
it 


Bat stil it |) 


beyond the money bestowed? Charity, itis said, | 
is twice blessed ; and so it would be, in my opinion, || 
in this case. The proposition before the Senate | 
rewards the donorand the donee alike, as has been || 


', the line of the road ? 


|) Mr. FOOTE. 


I can speak for my own State, 
| Mr. BRADBURY, (in his seat.) | was speak- 
ing of Hiinois, 
(| Mr. FOOTE. I understand the lands to be 
|| sold nearly along the whole line, so far as the 
State of Mississippiis cancerned. As to Alabama, 
| the road is through a country generally poor, and 
_ where the sales of land have not been extensive, 
| In Mississippi, along the route of this road, the 
| majority of the Government lands at present are 
| utterly worthless, but the prospect is, that, in the 
| event of the construction of this railway, it will 
| greatly increase in value the lands lying adjacent 
| to it, and in the section of country through which 
| the road passes. 
Mr. BRADBURY, (in his seat.) My inquiry 
|| was in regard to Illinois. 
| Mr. FOOTE. I do not know precisely the facts 
| in regard to Iilinois, but I presume the Senator 
from that State can give them. I speak of Ala- 
| bama and Mississippi, and to that part of the bill 
| LT understand the objections of the Senator from 
|| Maine alone to appiy. 
Mr. BRADBURY, (in his seat.) Oh, no. 
| Mr. FOOTE. 1 did not rise with a view of en- 
| tering upon an extended discussion of this subjects 
but | must say | had somewhat informed myself 
in regard to it through the medium of the publie 
| prints before I had the honor of a seat here. [ 
| have examined all the various discussions that 
have taken place in Congress on the precise points 
_ before us. | have read with special interest the 
arguments offered to the Senate several years ago 
|| by the Senator from Michigan and the illustrious 
Senator from South Carolina, no longer here. Be- 
fore | saw the speeches of these two Senators, 
some years ago, | must confess | doubted extremely 
‘whether the power now claimed by the Senatora 
from Alabama and Illinois to the Government ac- 


clearly and fully stated by the Senator from Mich- 
igan. Does the Senator seriously and gravely 
object to this proposition because it will not in- 
volve the Government in the act of bestowing 
money for purposes of internal improvement? If 
so, | difer from the Senator materially. Certainly 
[am willing to vote money for purposes of inter- 
nal improvementof a national character; but I hold 
that this power, if really possessed, is one of so 
dubious a character, and one that has so perplexed 
legislation here and in the States at different times, 
that it would be wise, proper, and becoming for 
us all to avoid its exercise as far as practicable. 


| tually existed, but ever since I read those two 
luminous arguments, which have been restated in 
our hearing this morning, | have never entertsined 
the least doubt that the Government, being the 
large landholder of the country, had the ri-ht to 
| dispose of, reserve, or improve the public domain. 
| Having this right, it does seem to me to be the clear- 

est proposition in the world that it is not only 

authorized to bestow alternate sections with a view 
| of enhancing the pecuniary value of its own do- 
main still remaining, but that it is bound to do so 
|| by every obligation of patriotism. 


| “Mr. CASS. Que difficulty has been suggested, 
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and that is, that this roud in many instances does 
not come in immediate contact with the public 
land, und that then, of course, in the selection of 
the land granted, they must recede from the road. 
‘The error here 1s ia Bupposing that the road will 
be of no value to the public land except where it 
comes in immediate contact with it. 
once built will very much increase the value of the 
Jand for many miles in its neighborhood. In the 
present state of the western country, plank and 
other roads will at once be built to connect with 
it, and the immediate effect will be to increase the 
value of all lands lying within any reasonable dis- 
tance of it, Therefore, the objection that the land 











in the immediate neighborhood of the road may | 


be seld, is divested of all us force. Under any 
circumstances of that kind the value and benefit to 


result from the opening of such an avenue to the | 


Government and the country will still remain. 
Mr. SHIELDS. Lam gratified at the amend- 
ment that has been proposed by my triend from 
Alabama. tris ene which bas been examined by 
every member of the committee, and | may also 
since that every one of the points presented here 
this morning werealso fully discussed in the com 
mittee. Now, sir, this road, as contemplated by 
the amendmentof the Senator from Alabama, will 
form a great navonal thoroughfare, connecting the 
northern part of Hlimeis, by the way of St. Louia, 
with Mobile, «8 well ws connecting Boston and the 
other eastern cities by the same reute through H- 
linsis, with St. Louis, and New Orleans, and Mo- 
bile. Perhaps there are no States in the Union 
more interested in this work than those inthe East, 


represented by Senators now objecting to thes bil, | 


For the benefit of Senators who speak of the loss 
which the United States Government may suffer 
in consequence of this giant, L wish to state that 
when land bas been ten or filteen years in the mar- 
ket, the receipts therefrom do not defray the ex- 
penses of the machinery of Government employed 
i their sale. dn this case, therefore, the Govern- 
ment can lose nothing, for these lands generally 
have been in the marker for twenty years, and this 
road will be the means of rendering them saleable. 


The road | 


| 
| 
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| 


fray the expevses of the land office. | am not 


| prepared to cipher out this matter just at the mo- | 


iment, but | am assured | can convince any gentle- 


And 1 am not sure thatthe Government would not | 


in the end be benefited by laying it down as a 
general principle, that, where lands have been in 
the market for fifieen or twenty years, they shall 
be appropriated to this purpose, than which | 


knew none more advantageous and beneficial, of | 
I will state, as ine question | 


making public roads. 


has teen asked by the Senator trom Maine, that | 


in a portion of Llinow the public lands have been | 


in marke for sme twenty years, and are now un- | 
snleabh ; and thatof this millon and a balfof acres | 


proposed to be granted, there will not be three hun- 
dred thousand perhaps that is in any other condi- 


tion. “The amount! oks lirge on paper, | confess, | 


but what Dhavesnt. i. regard w ut, all who have 


experience in the , ublic lands will acknowledge to | 


be the truth. 

| would beg of my friend from Wisconsin, if I 
had any influence with him, to withdraw his 
amendment, 


his amendment even to the bill in which his own 
Siate is interested, he may defeat the very end he 
proposes to attain, | will state further, that if the 
bill as is will be any mjury to Lilinois, that in- 
jury wil be for the benefit of the United States, 
and we who represent [llnois are responsible to 
our people tor that injury. 
thet unless hia amendment prevails, it will retard 
the settlement of our State. Perhaps it may, but 
we are willing to receive this bill even under this 


apprehension, and | hope the Senator from Wis- | 


consin will perout us to accept it, even if he con- 
siders it detrimental to us. | will say to him that 
when he proposes a bill of a similar character for 
his own Stue, I will not attempt to interfere with 
what Wisconsin may consider for her interests. 
1 repeat, [| am gratified that the Senator from 
Alabama has introduced the amendment; he is 
verfectiy assured, as | am, through some know- 
lade derived from a connection with the public 
lands, that if you give away all those refuse lands 
in every State that have been in market ten, 
fifteen, or twenty years, for the purpose of making 
roads, you cannot approprivte them to any na- 
tional purpose more advantageous. By referring 
to the reports of the Land Commissioners, you 
will find 1 to be the case that where lands in any 


iand district have been in the market twenty years, 


1 can assure him he will not only | 
seriously embarrass this bill, Lutif he proposes | 


The Senaor says | 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


man of the truth of this proposition, 


without improvement, and we pay into the treas- 
ury a large amount of money every year from 
which we derive nothing in return. And yetif 
we come here and ask for the grant of a few acres 
of refuse lands, we are met with such objections 
as Senators have urged this morning. You are 
expending money every day on the sea-bvoard, 
while this immense State, contributing as largely 


as it dees to the revenues of the General Govern- | 
ment, 18 totally neglected. And even when weusk | 
for this feeble aid trom the Government fora work | 


that is to benefit Maine quiie as much as it will 
Iinots—which is to connect Boston with New 
Orieaus, the North with the Soutih—we are met 
witha mere quibble about a lew acres of land. 


‘This road ts to run from the northern part of Ih || 
nois right into Kentucky almost, and if my friend || 
trom Kentucky wall give me bis aid, | am willing 

i have no ov- | 
| jections to it, believing as | du that purposes of | 


to conunue it quite into his State. 
this kind are the most veveficial and advantageous 


priated. : 

I hope, therefore, that my friend from Wiscon- 
sin will withdraw his amendment to this bill, and 
let uS Manage Lt in our Own way. 
terest im the bill which he propusts, and promise 
hiiw my assistance in securing 18 passage, whether 
it dues or dees nut incorporate the principle of his 
present amendment, 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. 
bama. Lam glad, sir, that he has offered it. 
readily perceive that the connection proposed 18 a 
most direct and proper one. Chicago aud Movile 
are almost due porth and south of each other. 
Tuey are ce:tamly the points by which the great 
northern lakes andethe Gulf of Mexico shoud be 
connected, 

I hud hoped, Mr. President, that the constitu- 
tionality and policy of granting alternate sections 
of the public tands for the taiprovement of roads 


and rivers running through the public lands, was | 
so well established that ut would not be necessary | 
at this late day to enter mto any formal argument | 
In support of at, | could cite what | 


on the subject, 
the Senator from Souin Carvlina would admit was 
igh authority, that of the votes and speeches of 
his late lamented colleague, [Mr. Caihoun.] It 


is a historical fact, and une attested by the juur- | 
nals, that the bill making the grant of land for the | 
constracuion of the Hlingis and Michigan canal was || 


passed by his casting vote, when filing the chal 
now occupied by you, sir. And surely, sir, if he 


the magnificent region of country whose growth 


and prosperity have been so much advanced by | 


that yreat work, there were few acts of his event- 
ful life, L doubt not, that would have affurded him 
mere heartfelt graufication than that by which 


had, atany late period of his life, passed through | 


Mr. President, the objection made by the Sena- 
tor from Maine [Mri Brapsury} might be readily 


obviated by an amendment, providing that, if there | 
are any more lands than ure sufficient fur the con- | 
struction of the ruad, they shail revert tu the United | 


States. Not believing that the proceeis of the 


lands will be suffictent for the entire completion of 
the work, I, of course, deem no such amendment | 


necessary, and hope it will nut be adopted if of- 
fered. 

Mr. DAWSON, 
involved in this bill has been aduiutted, and now 
the ap; lication of that principle becomes a ques- 


tion of pulicy and expediency. ‘The principle | 


may be true, but when you carry it into execution 


you may do it on terms vasily unequal to the 


various portions of the country. 
to examine briefly the construction of this railroad 


through the State of Ilinois. The road 1s to be four 


hundred miles in length, and 1s to travel through 


the most*wealthy and populous portions of that 


Now, the || 
State of lilmvis has never derived a dollar trom | 
the Government; our rivers and lakes are left | 


to which tuis refuse public dumain car be appro- | 


I take great in- | 


Mr. President, I shall | 
vote for the amendment of the Senator from Ala- | 
Any | 


one who will glance ata map of the country wu | 


It is said that the principle | 


1 now propose 
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the revenue derived from their sale will hardly de- | country where the whole of the public lands 
» or 


nearly se, have already been dispose 

Mr. DOUGLAS. if the Riadier ak Geors; 
will allow me, although I haveno wish to inter, 
the course of his argument, I will state to hina the ‘ 
as the road is torun through the centre of theStar 

without a particular local knowledge of the g; - 
he would be justified in supposing that jt wou 
run through the best and most thickly-setied 
portions of the State; but if he was intimate! : 
| quainted with it he would find that the road tans 
about half-way between the rivers on the east ae 
those on the west. The country is well timbered 
near to the great rivers and upon their tributaries 
but about the line of this road you will fing vase 
prairies, ten, twenty, and some even thirty miles 
wide, withouta stick of timber, and dead levels 
sometimes too wet for cultivation. It so happeng 
| that this road runs through this vast Prairie region 
| where there is the least settlement, wealth, and 
improvement of any portion of the State, and 
where there is the greatest necessity for a channel 
of communication to the markets. The land at 
present thas situated will, by means of this im. 
| provement, be reclaimed, and made susceptible of 
cultivation and production. 

Mr. DAWSON. Well, but this road fou, 
hundred miles long will be of no use to the pubic 
unless it passes through that section of the coup. 
try which is populated, 

Mr. DOUGLAS, (in his seat.) There is some 
population. 

Mr. DAWSON. I submit now to the honor. 
_able Senator and to the Senate whether, in the 
| counties through which this road is to run, the 
|| lands have not for the most part been disposed of 
|| by the Government? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. With the exception of the 
county at the northern end of the road, my im- 
pression is that more than half of the whole of 
the Jands along the line are still vacant; in most of 
the counties, | think in two-thirds of them, itis 
so. | speak only at random, and from my gen- 
eral knowledge of the country, but such is my be- 
lief. ‘The road runs through several fine towns, 
such as Bloomington, for instance, and for five or 
| 81x miles immediately around the towns the land 
is all taken up and cultivated, but there are also 
|| large prairies where the land is still vacant, and 
my impression is that the large majority of these 
lands is sull vacant. 

Mr. DAWSON. I wish to view this question, 
not upon the principle only, but upon tts applica- 
tion to the case now before us. If all these lands 
were urdisposed of by the Government, six miles 
of land through the interior of the State of Lilinois 
| will be transferred to that State, whether it passes 
through the most fertile or the poorest of the lands 
of that State; and going through the State, it must 
strike more than three-quarters of their best sec- 
tions. But suppose you cannot get contiguous 
|| sections for perhaps fifteen or twenty miles, to the 
| right and lett of this road—you may go for miles 
where you cannot strike the public lands—what 
| will be the result of this bill? Why you may go 
ten miles off and take your section there, and if 
| you cannot find it there—if there are not lands 
| contiguous to this route—you may go twenty or 
thirty miles and select Jands which will be appro- 
priated. If there are no lands contiguous to this 
route, you can travel right and left of it to any 
| extent, until you find enough to make six miles 
in width throughout the whole State. Here, then, 
you may pass through one county, and if you find 
no public lands there, you can go into an adjacent 
county and find land there. Here you have an 
appropriation of one million and a half of acres of 
the public lands, not in the line of the railroad at 
all, but lying in the State of Iilmois. Now, the 
principle which has been established by Congress 
| on this question is to appropriate contiguous 
|| lands—the lands over which the internal improve- 
| ments run, or the railroad passes; the lands being 
| 





| unoccupied by your citizens, you invite population 
|| there in order to increase their value und make 
|| disposition of them. Now that principle does not 
|| apply here. It may apply ten miles at a ume, and 
|| perhaps fifty miles, but beyond that it will not 
| epply atall. But you do not make the appropr 
|| ation upon that principle at all. You make ita 


‘| a donauon, and you allow the lands to be fi 


State. Itis to go trem town to town, from vil- i any where within the State of Illinois. That 18 


lage to village, from eity to city, and it must 


| he turned the scale in favor of that benencent || 
measure. 
therefore naturally pass over a portion of the | 


| one objection which I have to the bill. 


Now, sir, when you come to the State of Mis 
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